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WHY ARE WE HERE?

• Updating General Plan Land Use Element
• Must be consistent with housing element programs and 

accommodate RHNA
• Part of the City’s overall GENERAL PLAN

• Provides a guide to the City’s vision for the future

• Sets GOALS and POLICIES for the overall layout and feel of the city

• Provides IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS to help achieve goals

• Sets DENSITY STANDARDS based on land use type

• Includes a land use diagram generally showing what will go where
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PROGRESS TO DATE

City Council and Planning Commission Study Sessions 2020-2022

Land Use Element Public Survey 2021

PC Review of Draft LU Descriptions, Goals and Policies 2021-2022

Preliminary Land Use Element and Diagram Alternatives drafted 2022-2023

CEQA Notice of Preparation of EIR distributed Feb. 2023

Planning Commission, Drainage Comm., and Public Meetings to 
Review Draft Map Alternatives & Draft Land Use ElementJan-May 2023

City Council / Planning Commission Study Session June 2023
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April 15 Open House Overview
• Held in-person Open House on Sat. 

4/15, 11-3
• Over 40 attendees
• Posters including: 

• General Plan background info.
• land use descriptions and map 

alternatives
• conservation and open space
• open ended questions with 

opportunity to provide written input
• FAQ’s handout
• Computer station for parcel 

viewing
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Public Input Topics Summary
From April 15, 2023 Open House:
• More pedestrian connections (e.g. 

Ferndale Housing to Main Street)
• Density concerns 
• Infrastructure capacity (water, 

sewer)
• Drainage, flooding, and traffic 

concerns
• Allow for Francis Creek setback 

reduction
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LAND USE DIAGRAM ALTERNATIVE 3
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Existing Ferndale Built Density Examples – 
Low Density

Approx. 6 du/1.4 acres = 4.3 du/acre Approx. 10 du/1.4 acres = 7.1 du/acre 
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Multi-unit Example 
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• Yarrow Village in Fortuna
• Single-story senior housing
• Approx. 25 du/ 1.55 acres = 

16 du/acre



RESIDENTIAL LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 
EXAMPLES – MEDIUM DENSITY

Residential Medium Density “Cottage Courts”

0-18 dwelling units/acre
The Residential Medium Density designation is intended to 
accommodate a range of unit types including duplexes, 
triplexes, townhomes, and other multi-unit developments.



GOALS, POLICIES, & PROGRAMS

• Goals are general statements of community 
values or aspirations. 

• Policies are more precise expressions of the 
community’s position on particular 
issues, or how particular goals can be 
reached.  

• Implementation Programs present specific 
actions the City or other identified entity 
will undertake to address policy issues 
and move closer to community’s goals.  
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PROPOSED LAND USE ELEMENT GOALS

• Goal LU-1 - To ensure Ferndale’s growth will proceed in a thoughtful, 
 orderly manner, retains its unique village character, and is 
 located where there are efficient and equitable public 

  services available
• Goal LU-2 - A welcoming and supportive environment for businesses 

 to grow, thrive and continue to contribute positively to 
  Ferndale’s economy.

• Goal LU-3 - Protect, preserve, restore, rehabilitate, and enhance open 
 spaces and natural resources.

• Goal LU-4 - Conserve soil resources and minimize erosion and other 
 soil depleting processes. 



PROPOSED LAND USE ELEMENT GOAL 1 POLICIES

Goal LU-1 - To ensure Ferndale’s growth will proceed in a thoughtful, orderly manner, retains its unique village character, 
and is located where there are efficient and equitable public services available.

• Policy LU-1.1 – Diverse Uses
• Policy LU-1.2 – Community Amenities
• Policy LU-1.3 – Design Standards
• Policy LU-1.4 – Residential Infill
• Policy LU-1.5 – Diverse Housing
• Policy LU-1.6 – Special Needs and Senior Housing
• Policy LU-1.7 – Planned Development
• Policy LU-1.8 – Multi-Modal Transportation
• Policy LU-1.9 – Right-of-Ways
• Policy LU-1.10 – Community Spaces



PROPOSED LAND USE ELEMENT GOAL 2 POLICIES

Goal LU-2 - A welcoming and supportive environment for businesses to grow, thrive and continue to contribute positively 
to Ferndale’s economy.

• Policy LU2.1 – Commercial Infill
• Policy LU2.2 – Tourism and Resident Services
• Policy LU2.3 – Existing Buildings and Sites
• Policy LU2.4 – Light Industrial Uses
• Policy LU2.5 – Main Street Historic Area Preservation, Uses, and Activities
• Policy LU2.6 – Existing Commercial Areas Revitalization
• Policy LU2.7 – Increase Residential Uses
• Policy LU2.8 – City Parking Standards



PROPOSED LAND USE ELEMENT GOAL 3 POLICIES

Goal LU-3 - Protect, preserve, restore, rehabilitate, and enhance open spaces and natural resources.

• Policy LU-3.1 – Conservation
• Policy LU-3.2 – Improve Drainage
• Policy LU-3.3 – Manage Flood Plains
• Policy LU-3.4 – Francis Creek Corridor
• Policy LU-3.5 – Forest Lands Preservation
• Policy LU-3.6 – Funding
• Policy LU-3.7 – Regional Coordiantion



PROPOSED LAND USE ELEMENT GOAL 4 POLICIES

Goal LU-4 - Conserve soil resources and minimize erosion and other soil depleting processes. 

• Policy LU-4.1 – Russ Park Stewardship
• Policy LU-4.2 – Francis Creek Riparian Habitat Enhancement and Erosion Control
• Policy LU-4.3 – Agricultural Use Preservation



PROPOSED LAND USE ELEMENT PROGRAMS

LU-IP1: 
Development 

Design Standards

LU-IP2: Zoning 
Code Updates

LU-IP3: Planned 
Development 
Designation

LU-IP4: Drainage 
Infrastructure 

Funding

LU-IP5: Drainage 
Master Plan 

Priorities

LU-IP6: Stream 
Set Back 

Standards

LU-IP7: Open 
Space Action 

Program



NEXT STEPS

• June 2023: Prepare Revised Land Use 
Element 

• Through August 2023: Continue to 
conduct CEQA review

• Fall 2023: Finalize CEQA and Adopt 
updated Land Use Element
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HOW TO STAY INFORMED

• City web site https://ci.ferndale.ca.us/documents/general-plan/
• Email: longrangeplan@ci.ferndale.ca.us
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Thank you!!
Any questions?
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