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Approved Ferndale Backyard Composting Bin & Storage Systems 

The City of Ferndale is offering up to $300 towards the purchase of backyard composting and vermiculture 
systems. If you are a resident of the City of Ferndale and would like to compost or vermicompost in your 
backyard, we encourage you to participate.  

How to receive your composting or vermiculture system: (up to a $300 value): 

Contact the City of Ferndale to obtain the Request Form for a City-approved compost bin or worm bin.  A 
list of City-approved backyard composting bin options is listed below. If you would like a different 
composting bin option not listed below, please reach out to the City for pre-approval.  

Backyard Composting Bin Options 

System Type Best For Approximate Price Maintenance 
Level Key Benefits 

3-Bin System Large yards, active 
gardeners $300-500 High 

Continuous 
composting, 

structured process 

Double-Chamber Moderate 
compost volume $80-200 Low 

Continuous 
operation, 
compact 

Single-Chamber Small households $60-100 Low - Moderate Easy aeration, 
pest-resistant 

Stationary System Flexible space, 
low-cost setup $40-100 Moderate Simple and 

scalable 

Brown Storage Bin Any compost 
setup $20-50 Low 

Maintains 
balance, reduces 

odor 

Kitchen Pail Indoor pre-
collection $10-50 Low Encourages food 

waste diversion 

Types of Backyard Composting System Options 

There are four types of backyard composting systems and two types of smaller collection bin options. Some 
compost bins include stationary containers, which are often made of plastic or wood, and compost 
tumblers, which are enclosed with barrels that rotate. Other options are worm bins (vermicomposting) and 
simple compost piles, which can be made with or without a bin. A composter’s choice depends on space, 
budget, the amount of waste they generate, and their maintenance preferences. 

Kitchen Pail 3-bin system
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Pros and Cons of Composting with Wood vs. Plastic 

Wood is a natural material that provides good airflow and insulation, which is beneficial for the composting 
process and a good insulator, which can help maintain a more consistent temperature for faster 
decomposition. On the other hand, wood can rot and degrade over time, especially if not treated or if it's a 
less-durable type like pine. Additionally, wood can sometimes be more expensive than plastic bins, though 
this varies by wood type and construction.  

Plastic is affordable, lightweight, and weather-resistant, but is not breathable, can become brittle, and has 
environmental concerns regarding its production and end-of-life cycle. Plastic bins are often less expensive 
than wood bins and can withstand a variety of weather conditions. Additionally, many plastic models come 
with lids to help contain odors and deter pests.  

3-Bin System

A three-bin compost system is a modular setup 
that lets gardeners compost in stages: fresh → 
active → finished. It is often used in community 
gardens, schools, or by serious home 
composters who generate a steady stream of 
organic waste. Each bin is typically made of 
wood or metal mesh and placed side-by-side, 
allowing easy movement of materials from one 
bin to the next. Closed bins are better at 
controlling moisture levels but often require 
more time and money to construct. 

The Greenes Fence Co Second Life Wood 3-Bin Composter System ranges between $300-400 and supports 
large volumes of yard and kitchen waste.  

Because of the larger size and longer holding of material, there is potential for more pest attraction if scraps 
are left exposed or the bins aren’t secured. If poorly constructed (gaps, decaying wood, pallet-walls) 
rodents may burrow or nest. On the other hand, Full Cycle Compost’s bins are fully covered, and 
pests are not an issue.  

https://www.fullcyclecompost.com/
https://greenesfence.com/products/second-life-wood-3-bin-composter-system?variant=45896741060783&country=US&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&gad_source=4&gad_campaignid=23051089817&gbraid=0AAAAADoZxvWDTw1UEvEX-tHDUV78VurLZ&gclid=Cj0KCQjw9obIBhCAARIsAGHm1mQ-xl4007eL4TrH3LhV-0awGJLjHEkeCc0yO9xiNbUhqQ43pjQlp-4aAj64EALw_wcB
Kris Hall
Cross-Out
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Double/ Dual-Chamber Tumbler 

Similar to the single-chamber tumbler, a dual-chamber compost system 
has two separate compartments or drums, allowing a composter to have 
two batches of compost material at different stages simultaneously. They 
often feature vents for aeration, sliding doors or lids for access, and 
sometimes separate chambers mounted on a frame.  

• Better throughput: Because of the two chambers, you can keep
more consistent volume of composting going rather than waiting
for one batch to finish entirely.

• Compact & space-efficient (for many garden setups): Especially
useful for backyard/garden use where you want something tidy and contained rather than a large
ground pile.

• Pest/rodent resistance (potentially): Many models elevate the drum off the ground, have secure
doors, and fewer exposed edges.

Many dual-chamber models are in the 30-50-gallon total capacity range and are designed for households 
that want consistent compost production without dedicating a corner of their yard to a massive pile. 

The 2x 18.5 Gal. Heavy-Duty Dual Chamber Tumbling Composter with A Sliding Door typically retails 
between $130-200. 

• Good for small-scale composting
• Cost-effective
• Pest-resistant

Single-Chamber Tumbler 

The single-chamber tumbler is a sealed, enclosed bin mounted on a frame with a handle or mechanism to 
rotate it. Compostable materials (greens and browns) are added inside one compartment, and the 
composter rotates the drum regularly to mix materials and 
aerate the compost. These tumblers are compact in size and are 
good for small backyards. The closed system reduces smell 
compared to open pile composting, and most models are 
designed with tight-fitting lids that help keep animals and pests 
out. 

The single-chamber tumbler ranges from $60-100 so it is a cost-
effective solution to composting at home, though some 
composters report that tumblers are more “expensive” per 
volume of compost than simple bins because you may need to 
purchase multiple or increase number of units to handle 
continuous waste.  

https://www.homedepot.com/p/FCMP-Outdoor-Tumbling-Composter-with-Two-Chambers-for-Efficient-Batch-Composting-IM-4000/202672114?MERCH=REC-_-pnf-_-326160258-_-1-_-n/a-_-n/a-_-n/a-_-n/a-_-n/a
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The MiracleGro Large Composter is a single-chamber tumbler is made of recycled materials and holds up 
to 27.7 gallons.  

• Good for small-scale composting
• Cost-effective
• Pest-resistant

Stationary Compost System 

A stationary compost system is a fixed bin that allows you to continuously add organic materials to the top 
while harvesting finished compost from the bottom. These systems, often made of plastic or wood, are easy 
to use for composting kitchen and yard waste, and can be set up in a single location 

GEOBIN Composters are the perfect fit for your community because they are made 
in the USA, have a small storage footprint (80 Bins/Pallet) with large capacity (holds 
Up to 246 Gallon).  

They are customizable and are adjustable in size, easy to set up and use, and are 
the lowest cost on the market at $39.00. Additionally, the unique design retains 
heat and moisture, has maximum ventilation, and accelerates decomposition.  

Because stationary bins are often more exposed, they require good barrier design: 
secure lids, hardware cloth underneath to prevent burrowing, cover food waste 
with browns. If bins are too wet, food scraps are left on top, or meat/dairy are 
added, this increases risk of fly/maggot infestations and rodent attraction. 

Kitchen Pail & Browns Storage 

Kitchen pails are small containers (usually 1–2 gallons) used to collect food scraps 
in the kitchen before transferring them to an outdoor compost bin or curbside 
organics cart. They are typically made from plastic or ceramic and many are 
designed for use with compostable bags (made of PLA or paper) for easier transfer 
and cleaning.  

A browns storage bin is a designated container or space used to store dry, carbon-
rich materials (“browns”) that are essential for balancing “greens” (wet, nitrogen-
rich food scraps) in composting. Having a dedicated browns bin makes it easy to 
maintain odor control, prevent pests, and achieve efficient decomposition year-
round. These are both relatively low-cost and low maintenance, but they do not 
provide a compost system that gets up to temperature.  

Vermiculture System 

Vermiculture (worm composting) at home is a simple, odor-free way to turn kitchen 
scraps into nutrient-dense plant fertilizer using Red Wiggler worms. You can easily 
set up an indoor bin using a shallow, dark plastic tub, moist shredded paper for 
bedding, and just a few simple daily maintenance practices. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0785HZYFR?linkCode=ogi&tag=pop-lift-20&ascsubtag=%5Bartid%7C10060%5Bsrc%7Cmgu_ga_pop_d_bm_comm_org_us_g39813014&asc_source=google&asc_campaign=mgu_ga_pop_d_bm_comm_org_us_g39813014&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.popularmechanics.com%2Fhome%2Fg39813014%2Fbest-compost-tumblers%2F&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Compost-Bin-GEOBIN-Expandable-Assembly/dp/B0C7WFNZJC/ref=sr_1_1?crid=25SCD77HIXF81&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.g5MUcvq-0pbt7i0ur7BV6pQ9ZMktvl9zP2YAkq6Ik1qRrk2EMG3hHBG-7Ea3S-U5TB_Q4DPrZcs1HWmqAs_qYoYrEdPGW4HNzcvjs9jRkY66lEYUvb9QbAGt1Oi94QMGhxACKYMOdMNYyZYFLRSn2SujYLciCDxe7yasfV6yYVkg3071Rzk9v-9EjutCVvaXZPVjpNdcx3IBXzDSAjkmo403GJUZvaRVPBHX11A3DKZ5xjECPB8YPAzjCcwnyFxrHKiqRjQLnph3wNYFqlDPAGK_oa90FkzZp0-fjw0JMyI.DLIPi2UEhjsbev_ConJDcHs3_is_HrE265CK5MIxQB8&dib_tag=se&keywords=geobin%2Bcomposter&qid=1781652005&s=lawn-garden&sprefix=geobin%2Bcomposte%2Clawngarden%2C137&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/HomeStock-2-4-Gallon-Collector-High-Desnity-Polythene/dp/B0CWL7NFWD/ref=sr_1_2_sspa?crid=1O1SU3PJ8TK65&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.sRav5FUGiB7-gugdGfsGcK82o4hJdCDkdcPkxeTTHoxWTqpk7xm3ndXDgcpC_-4rcytFp5f1eM1r5NswA2kTjUbUzU2dxtEiYcmLD7uQ6c-V3otALdQCJObUosAgb5utB483V7_U1qMeIVKIPGhGkFxqHL6yhHt-xtQJE2YpNGK1dRp8agROJVUW4WHfJ5yxNZ_St_RT2jarfYxXuFMVU5jVVrpuWWliRFuKDjSqYQvU7yoCpPNHd76xFpOacxTUYSGDWXlHWef2pwTWEVxKlW5pBcnOL4kr84YOqmUyEh4.hGs3WO9TyFUzIkK9FCADKSl-p4-yadm2p5cpZIRV3Cg&dib_tag=se&keywords=food+pail+composting&qid=1781652065&s=lawn-garden&sprefix=food+pail+composting%2Clawngarden%2C143&sr=1-2-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/KETER-City-Gallon-Resin-Accessories/dp/B086X47D2T/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2DC4UIJQSUSNI&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.67V9c73gItVLt_wfV4Pk_fyKW1TumCdJ8O2xJi_TWSAPJqOxaEtQgu_7Rm1qd95eW937S4pEEQtsK7KXScv7Qg37nZWRHrk1Y7Hqi4ngIerBQvceuMCiHFIlKtXYRrbWHkqddjQIOoOdvX7VzV7kCcnYxlPeIo8dgLoaPBWM2kk_KRqTHpeX2d7g2TDtrPNFXZJ2vRMFNP-JeNEzmluiVIoBliuz9p2nnZwwnSFQF2uLjqvTSnS-7jxWPRTbl2FYiCLvOxHRX-YuHFbFMiORqEEuA9YbTwXMnoRIDOiJsJE.nOHD98GVfypJxIWAHqdF9MsLot1cRrd873hW-4HbWjQ&dib_tag=se&keywords=brown%2Bmulch%2Bstorage%2Bbins&qid=1781652103&s=lawn-garden&sprefix=brown%2Bmulch%2Bstorage%2Bbin%2Clawngarden%2C140&sr=1-1&th=1
https://www.lowes.com/pd/Outsunny-4-Tray-Worm-Composter-Bin-7-4-Gal-Outdoor-and-Indoor-Worm-Composter-Farm-Starter-Kits-for-Vermicomposting-Starter-Garden-Composting-Bin-for-Recycling-Food-Waste-Black/5018839043?user=shopping&feed=yes&srsltid=AfmBOoq_7uIFEGij5EfbfIk9DfMldkW5i53OMYAaM8uPZ394tJpPcBSaYUc



