
 
AGENDA 

CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 
DRAINAGE COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
Location: Ferndale City Hall 

834 Main Street 
Ferndale, CA  95536 

Date: April 4, 2024 
 Time: 2:30 pm  
 Posted:  April 1, 2024 
 
We welcome you to the meeting. Members of the Public may be heard on any business item on this Agenda 

during the Drainage Committee consideration of the item. The public may also directly address the Committee on any 
item of interest to the public that is not on the Agenda during the public comment time; however, the Committee 
generally cannot take action on an item not on the agenda. 

A person addressing the Committee will be limited to five (5) minutes unless the Chair of the Committee grants 
a longer period. While not required, we would appreciate it if you would identify yourself with your name when 
addressing the Committee. 

This City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written information or access to 
the facility, or a hearing amplification, please call 786-4224 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

TO SPEAK ON ANY ISSUE, BE ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE CHAIR BEFORE PROCEEDING TO THE PODIUM, STATE 
YOUR NAME FOR THE RECORD (optional), AND DIRECT YOUR COMMENTS ONLY TO THE COMMITTEE. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER - CHAIRMAN 
2. ROLL CALL – PHILLIP OSTLER, TOM STEPHENS, JAMES BASS, BILL BECKER, WAYNE 

AMBROSINI, MICHAEL SWEENEY, AND JOHN MAXWELL 
3. MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES –Minutes of the March 7, 2024, Drainage Meeting 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT.  (This time is for persons who wish to address the Committee on any matter not 

on this agenda and over which the Committee has jurisdiction - Drainage. Items requiring action not 
listed on this agenda will be placed on the next regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is 
made by at least 2/3rds of the Committee that the item came up after the agenda was posted and is of an 
urgent nature requiring immediate action. 

6. BUSINESS 
A. Francis Street Drainage Update 
B. Prop 218 RFQ 
C. Ferndale Marsh (Christie Property) Discussions 
D. Elect New Chair/Vice Chair 

7. CORRESPONDENCE  
8. COMMENTS 
8.      ADJOURN 

The next regular meeting of the Ferndale Drainage Committee will be on 
May 2, 2024  



MINUTES 

CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY U.S.A. 

DRAINAGE COMMITTEE MEETING 

              Minutes 

March 7th, 2024 

Chair Tom Stephens opened the meeting at 2:31pm. Those present were Tom Stephens, Wayne 
Ambrosini, Jim Bass, John Maxwell, Bill Becker, and Michaeal Sweeney, City Manager Jay Parrish, Council 
Member Phil Ostler, and Deputy City Clerk Lauren Boop.  

MODIFICATIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

None 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of February 1st Meeting Minutes (Becker Bass) Unanimous 

PUBLIC COMMENT: No Comment 

BUSINESS:  

A. Francis St Drainage Update/ New Landslide 
Chair Tome Stephens sought to clarify his statements from the last meeting regarding the 
surface water sources affecting the area. It is his view that 75% of the surface water is driven by 
discharge from Mattole Road area, which is part city property and part county property. There 
are too many sources of water in area to pinpoint a single culprit. He also noted there were new 
landslides at the site. More detailed maps were requested to better inform committee to  
liability of property owners. 
There was much discussion regarding the water flow patterns at site over history. The 
committee agreed the next steps would be reaching out to property owners in area to see what 
they would be willing to address on their property to help mitigate flooding in this location.  
Action Taken: None 

B. Recent Storm Impacts 
The committee all agreed there was a lot of debris in the creek from the recent storms, 
especially in the area near the high school. The city, in conjunction with Fish and Game, must 
mark the trees approved for removal before the school can remove them. This will occur in the 
annual Francis Creek Walk-Thru in June.  
Chair Tom Stephens gave an update on the Francis Creek gauging station, it is currently non-
operational, however, Cal Poly Humboldt has ordered a replacement and will install upon 
arrival. As a result, there are no measurements of creek levels during recent storm events. 
Action Taken: None 

C. Prop 218 RFQ 
City Engineer Brian Ontiveros was not present to provide update, will have for next meeting. 
Action Taken: None 
 
 



D. Recommend Applicants to City Council 
The committee recommends Tom Stephens and Jim Bass for another term on the Drainage 
Committee.      
Motion: To recommend Tom Stephens and Jim Bass to the City Council for another term on the 
Drainage Committee (Becker/Ostler) Unanimous  

CORRESPONDENCE: None 

COMMENTS: None  

None 

Chair Tom Stephens adjourned the meeting at 3:45 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Deputy City Clerk 

Lauren Boop 
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