
 
AGENDA 

CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE FERNDALE CITY COUNCIL 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: September 5, 2013 

 Time: 8:30 pm  

 Posted:  09/04/13  
 
We welcome you to the meeting. Members of the Public may be heard on any business item on this Agenda before or 

during the City Council consideration of the item. The public may also directly address the City Council on any item of interest 
to the public that is not on the Agenda during the public comment time; however, the City Council generally cannot take action 
on an item not on the agenda. 

A person addressing the City Council will be limited to five (5) minutes unless the Mayor of the City Council grants a 
longer period of time. While not required, we would appreciate it if you would identify yourself with your name and address 
when addressing the Council. 

This City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written information or access to the 
facility, or a hearing amplification, please call 786-4224 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

TO SPEAK ON ANY ISSUE, BE ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE MAYOR BEFORE PROCEEDING TO THE PODIUM, STATE YOUR 
NAME AND ADDRESS FOR THE RECORD (optional), AND DIRECT YOUR COMMENTS ONLY TO THE COUNCIL. 

 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER – Mayor 
2. PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
3. ROLL CALL – City Clerk/Deputy City Clerk 
4. CEREMONIAL:  None 
5. SPEICAL MEETING BUSINESS: 

a. “Old Nilsen Barn” Property Donation:  Review and Consider Approval of 
Proposed Gift of Real Property to the City of Ferndale and Acceptance of 
Deed to Real Property commonly known as the “Old Nilsen Barn 

Property” (APN 031-083-002) located in the City of Ferndale, California. ........  Page 3 
6. ADJOURN  

 

This notice is posted in compliance with Government Code §54956. 
The next Regular Meeting of the Ferndale City Council will be held on 
THURSDAY, October 3, 2013 in the Auditorium of City Hall at 7:00pm 

 
 

In compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (707) 764-3532.  

Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements 
to assure accessibility to the meeting. 
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Meeting Date: September 5, 2013 Agenda Item Number 5a 

Agenda Item Title: Resolution 2013-35  authorizing the City Manager to accept 
Grant Deed to “Old Nilsen Barn Property” 031-083-002 

Presented By: Jay Parrish, City Manager  

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required: Approve Resolution 2013-35 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve Resolution 2013-35, directing the City Manager to accept the “Grant Deed” from the owner of 

that certain real property generally known as the “Old Nilsen Barn Property” (APN 031-083-002) (the 

“Property”), and cause the Grant Deed to be recorded with the Humboldt County Recorder. 

DISCUSSION: 

The owner of the Property generally known as the Old Nilsen Barn Property, (APN 031-083-002) has 

offered to donate the Property to the city.  The City has completed an Environmental Site Assessment, 

Phase I and Phase II, and all other matters to be completed under the “Agreement to Dedicate Property 

to the City of Ferndale” signed by the Owner of the Property.      

Should the city obtain the property, the city will then go through a process to decide the highest and 

best use of the property. No project is currently proposed.  Preliminary options on what the city could 

use this property for would be a parking lot, open space, and/or a small park.  At this time, Staff seeks 

authorization from the Council to accept and record the Grant Deed. 

Prior to recording the Deed, a Preliminary Title Report will be obtained to insure that there are no 

encumbrances on the Property that would interfere with the City’s potential use and enjoyment of the 

Property.  If any conditions are identified on a Preliminary Title Report, the City Manager will return the 

matter for the Council’s further consideration prior to Deed recordation. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

Acquisition costs will be approximately $15,000, including Phases I and II of the Environmental Site 

Assessment as well as legal and engineering fees associated with Environmental Site Assessment 

Review.  Also, the City will likely need to reimburse the property owner for various carrying costs related 

to the Property prior to dedication while the matter is evaluated, which are estimated not to exceed 

$1,000.00.  Funding would come from LAIF. 
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RESOLUTION 2013-35 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF FERNDALE AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO ACCEPT AND RECORD A GRANT DEED TO REAL 

PROPERTY TO THE CITY OF FERNDALE 

A. WHEREAS, Carolyn E. Jones, Trustee of the Carolyn Jones Trust, u/t/d 

October 12, 2007 (the “Property Owner”) owns certain unimproved real property generally 

known as the Old Nilsen Barn Property, located in Ferndale, California (APN 031-083-002) 

(“Property”); 

B. WHEREAS, the Property Owner has proposed to dedicate the Property to the 
City of Ferndale; 
 

C. WHEREAS, in anticipation of the dedication of the Property, the Owner has 
signed and delivered to the City that certain “Agreement to Dedicate Real Property” (the 
“Agreement”), a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit “A”;  

 
D. WHEREAS, the City has completed an environmental evaluation of the Property 

consisting of a Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessment, and those other tasks 
required by the Agreement prior to accepting the dedication and a Deed to the Property;  

 
E. WHEREAS, to facilitate the gift of Property to the City, the Property Owner has 

executed that certain “Grant Deed” pledging the Property to the City in the form attached 
hereto as Exhibit “B” (the “Deed”);  

 
F. WHEREAS, the City Council, in its discretion, is authorized to accept gifts of real 

property in the manner proposed pursuant to California Government Code § 37354; 
 
G. WHEREAS, the Deed proposed for acceptance places no restrictions on the 

future use of the Property; 
 
H. WHEREAS, at the time of the gift, the City has no current project planned for the 

Property, but acknowledges that the Property will prove to be a valuable asset to the City to be 
held in its current condition, unchanged, for some future use or development such that no 
“project” currently exists for the Property that is subject to substantive evaluation under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”), and it would be exempt for that purpose and 
additionally under categorical exemptions applicable to acquisition of lands for the preservation 
of existing conditions and open space; 

 
I. WHEREAS, prior to sponsoring any “project” on the Property subject to CEQA, 

the City will fully evaluate all environmental impacts related thereto in compliance with CEQA;  
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J. WHEREAS, the City has requested a preliminary title report on the Property, and 
seeks to accept the Deed subject to the City Manager’s review and approval of the staff report; 
and 

 
K. WHEREAS, the City Manager has requested the direction and approval of the 

City Council to accept the Grant Deed and gift of the Property, and record the Grant Deed with 
the Humboldt County Recorder upon the City Manager’s review and approval of a Preliminary 
Title Report.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF FERNDALE AUTHORIZES THE 
CITY MANAGER TO ACCEPT THE GRANT DEED TO THE REAL PROPERTY (APN 031-083-002) 
AND  RECORD SAID GRANT DEED WITH THE HUMBOLDT COUNTY RECORDER UPON 
COMPLETION OF REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF A PRELIMINARY TITLE REPORT.  IF ANY ITEM OR 
MATTER IS IDENTIFIED ON A PRELIMINARY TITLE REPORT WHICH CAUSES THE CITY MANAGER 
CONCERN, THE MATTER WILL BE RETURNED TO THE COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION.   
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED this  5th  day of September 2013 by the following roll call 
vote: 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
ABSENT: 
       __________________________________ 
       Stuart Titus, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________   
Jay Parrish, City Manager and Acting City Clerk 
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