
C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of October 17, 2012 

 

Study Session: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the study session to order. Planner Melanie 
Rheaume introduced Mr. Mark Rodgers, Pre-Fire Planning Battalion Chief for CAL FIRE, and Ms. Cybelle 
Immitt, staff support for the Humboldt County Fire Safe Council, who spoke to the commissioners on 
Fire Safety in and around Ferndale. 
 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Regular Planning Commission meeting to order 
at 7:12pm.  Commissioners Dan Brown, Trevor Harper, and Lino Mogni along with staff City Clerk Nancy 
Kaytis-Slocum and City Planner Melanie Rheaume were present. Uffe Christiansen was absent. Those in 
attendance pledged allegiance to the flag. MOTION: (Brown/Harper). The September 19, 2012 minutes 
were unanimously approved with a correction in the spelling of revocable. 
 

Public Comment: Mr. Stuart Garbutt spoke on behalf of Yuki McCarthy of 219 Francis Street. After some 
discussion it was decided that this should go on the Design Review agenda before it is placed on the 
Planning Commission Agenda.  Mr. Garbutt indicated that he would help Yuki begin the Design Review 
Use Permit application process.   
 

Revised Permit Processes: Planner Rheaume went through the changes in the Design Review Use Permit 
Application as well as the changes in the Secondary Dwelling Unit and Home Occupation Permit 
processes. The Planning Commission asked to be informed of all land use approvals as an information 
item under business. 
 

Safety Element Update, Fire Safety: Planner Rheaume went through the draft Fire Safety section of the 
Safety Element Update for the Commissioners. She also gave some examples of Policies, as requested by 
the Commission during the last meeting. Coming in November is a talk on Hazardous Material; in 
January, Risk Assessment and in February, Emergency Preparedness. Although the February study 
session will probably go longer than a half hour, the Commission asked that the study session begin at 
6:30pm as planned. 
 

Mr. Michael Bailey presented the Draft Sign Ordinance updates to sections 1001 (Background, Purpose 
and Scope) and 1002 (Sign Definitions); and new sections 1004.1 (Sign Standards, Maintenance and 
Design Criteria) and 1004.2 (Miscellaneous Business Signs). He asked that if the Commission has changes 
or concerns that they let the Sign Ordinance Committee (SOC) know as soon as possible, as the SOC 
continues to move forward on the ordinance. MOTION (Harper/Brown) Approve updates to sections 
1001 and 1002, approve sections 1004.1 and 1004.2 as presented. All in favor. 
 

Planning Commission vacancy: MOTION: (Von Frausing-Borch/Brown) Direct staff to advertise for 
Planning Commission vacancy. All in favor. 
 

Design Review vacancy: MOTION: (Von Frausing-Borch/Harper) Direct staff to advertise for Design 
Review Committee vacancy. All in favor. 
 

November meeting date change: The Commission confirmed that they will be meeting on November 15 
at 6:30 pm.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:37pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk  


