
September 19, 2012 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING P a g e  | 1 

 
 

STUDY SESSION 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: September 19, 2012 

 Time: 6:30 PM 

 Posted: 9/13/11  

1. CALL STUDY SESSION TO ORDER – Chairman Jorgen Von Frausing Borch 
a. Speaker: Sherry Constancio, P.E. of the California Department of 

Water Resources Eureka Flood Center will be speaking on her 
department’s role in flood forecasting and impacts from main 
stem river flooding. 

b. General Plan Update ............................................................................ 6:30 pm 
2. ADJOURN STUDY SESSION 

 
AGENDA 

CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 
REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: September 19, 2012 

 Time: 7:00pm Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 9/13/12  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes –July 18, 2012 ........................................  Page 2 
4.0 Public Comment  ..................................................................................  Page 3 
5.0 Public Hearing ......................................................................................  None 
6.0 Business 

6.1 Revocable Easement-E-Street ...................................................  Page 4 
6.2 Draft Flooding & Drainage chapter of the Safety Element Update Page 7  

7.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  .........................................  None 
8.0 City Planner’s and Deputy City Clerk’s Staff Reports .............................  Page 18 
9.0 Design Review Minutes ........................................................................  Page 20  
10.0 Sign Committee Minutes ......................................................................  None 
11.0 Adjournment – Next regular meeting October 17, 2012  ......................  Page 20 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of August 29, 2012 

 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 
7:02pm.  Commissioners Dan Brown, Uffe Christiansen, Trevor Harper, and Lino Mogni along with staff 
City Manager Jay Parrish, Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith, and City Planner Melanie Rheaume .Those in 
attendance pledged allegiance to the flag. MOTION: (Brown/Christiansen). The July 18, 2012 minutes 
were unanimously approved. 
 

Modifications to the agenda: City Manger Parrish asked that Item 6.3 the Revocable Easement for E-
Street be moved to the first item. No Public Comment. 
 

Revocable Easement for E-Street:  City Planner Melanie Rheaume briefly gave a background on the E- 
Street Revocable Easement. She Let the Commissioners know that the applicant had asked the City to 
wave the fee for the Easement. It was added that since this issue was brought forth by City officials that 
it didn’t seem fair for the applicant to pay. City Planner Melanie Rheaume asked that the PC 
Commissioner look over the draft easement. A Commissioner asked how this issue affects the Fosters, 
who also use the fence. City staff explained that the Fosters were in full support in keeping the fence, 
but have not requested anything. Mr Hooley gave some background on the fence. He explained to the 
Commissioners that he had installed the fence after he had some conversations with then Public Works 
Director Mr. Taubitz in 2001. He had asked Mr. Taulbitz if he needed permission from the City to clean 
up the area and install a fence between his property and the Foster’s property. His informal response 
was that he saw no need to get formal approval. Ron Smith, who lives at the West end of E-St who could 
not be at the meeting expressed to Mr. Hooley that he has no concerns with the fence and would like to 
see it left up. A Commissioner had a question to as who the owner of E-Street was? It was explained that 
The City is the owner E-Street. It was asked why the City doesn’t deem themselves the owner of the 
fence? Staff explained that the Revocable Easement puts the onus off the City. Commissioners had 
concern about the legal aspects of the Revocable Easement and asked if it had been looked over by legal 
counsel. It was explained that it had not been, but that this document had been used by other cities and 
had been altered to fit the situation. All Commissioners agreed that they wouldn’t feel comfortable 
recommending this to Council as is and that they would like more legal information and would like to 
know more about Adverse Possession and its role. MOTION: (Brown/Mogni) Tabled until legal advice is 
obtained. Unanimous 
 

Geological and Tsunami Hazards and Safety Presentation-Troy Nicolini:  Will be rescheduled at a later 
date. 
 

Safety Element Update:   It was asked that Study Sessions at 6:30 were reinstated do to speakers that 
will be giving presentations at the September, October, November and February meetings. City Planner 
Melanie Rheaume gave an update on the Safety Element. She went over The Setting and Context section 
which includes identification and overview of geological, storm, flood, fire and other potential hazards in 
the Ferndale Planning area. The next section that was looked at was the Geological and Seismic Hazards 
and the Potential Liquefaction Area of the Ferndale Planning area. Figures for Soil Instability and the 
Tsunami Evacuation area were looked at. City Planner Melanie Rheaume also briefly discussed 
Acceptable risk and Emergency Preparedness. 
 

The next regular meeting will be September 19, 2012. The meeting was adjourned at 8:09PM. 
Respectfully submitted, Brianna Smith, Deputy City Clerk  
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Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 

 

 

Section 5: Public Hearing 
None 

 

Section 6: BUSINESS  
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Meeting Date: Sept. 19, 2012 Agenda Item Number 6.1 

Agenda Item Title: Retraction of Hooley Revocable Easement Request  

Presented By: Melanie Rheaume, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item:  Action  Discussion x Information 

Action Required: Receive and File 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and File 

BACKGROUND: 
There is a fence spanning “E” St. between 1009 Main St. and 949 Main St. that was constructed 
around 10 years ago by Richard Hooley, resident and property owner at 1009 Main Street. The 
fence is within a City street right of way (ROW), which is not being used for public access at this 
time, but is dedicated for this purpose.  
 
The City has received complaints about the fence.  In response, the City sent Mr. Hooley a letter 
on July 11, 2012, informing him of two options to comply with Ferndale ordinances: (1) 
removing the fence and restoring ROW to original condition or (2) applying for an 
encroachment permit and paying associated fees.  Mr. Hooley replied on August 1, 2012 with a 
letter requesting that the City grant him a revocable easement for the fence.  During the August 
Planning Commission meeting, the Commission asked this item be tabled for a legal opinion. On 
September 10, 2012, Mr. Hooley sent a letter to the City Manager retracting his request for a 
revocable easement and will remove the fence by 11/15/12. 
 
Because of this response from Mr. Hooley, staff recommends no further action on this item.  
 

To: Ferndale City Manager 

From: Richard Hooley 

Subject: retracting request for revocable easement. Ref. Letter submitted 8/1/12 requesting the 

easement. 

Date: 9/10/12 

 

On 8/1/12 I submitted a request for a revocable easement for the area of the fence across the west end 

of “E” st. This request was submitted to the planning commission on 8/29/12. It is apparent that some 

members of the commission are determined to create a major issue out of this simple request and asked 

for a legal review. I believe the cost to the city for legal briefs etc. could be better utilized on more 

important matters. As a result I am retracting my request and will remove the fence by 11/15/12. Since 

the city has no need for this street, at this time, and has not maintained the property I will continue to 

maintain the half of the street that leads to my garage and assume that, in the absence of further 

notification from the city, that this will be acceptable. 

 

Respectfully submitted;  Richard Hooley  
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Meeting Date: September 19, 2012 Agenda Item Number 6.2 

Agenda Item Title: Ferndale General Plan Safety Element Update: Chapter 5.0 Flooding & 
Drainage Hazards  

Presented By: Melanie Rheaume, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item:  Action x Discussion x Information 

Action Required: Review and file 

RECOMMENDATION:  Review the attached draft Flooding & Drainage Hazards chapter of the 
General Plan Safety Element Update; provide input, and direct staff to proceed with next 
chapters.  

BACKGROUND: 
On June 7th, the City Council concurred with the Planning Commission and approved the 
General Plan Safety Element Update Scope of Work.  At the June 20th meeting the Planning 
Commission reviewed and approved the overall schedule outlining the tasks, meetings, 
deliverables, and coordination to accomplish the approved Scope.  At the July 18th meeting, the 
Commission reviewed and provided input on the initial draft of the Safety Element Update 
including the overall element format, Table of Contents, Introduction, and Definitions.  At the 
August 29th meeting, the Commission reviewed and provided input on the initial draft Settings 
& Context and Geologic & Seismic Hazards chapters. 

DISCUSSION: 
The initial draft of the Flooding & Drainage Hazards chapter is attached.   
 
The Flooding & Drainage Hazards chapter addresses the potential for flooding within the 
planning area, including a flooding and floodplain management overview, flooding conditions, 
historical conditions, and existing improvements.  The Element identifies flood hazard areas and 
establishes ways to avoid unreasonable flood risks.  The chapter includes a floodplain map from 
FEMA data, and lays the framework for the remaining sections of the Safety Element update by 
establishing general policies to keep new development out of floodplains or to mitigate and 
protect against flood impacts if development is to be located in such areas; minimizing impacts 
on existing development where possible; establishing policies regarding capital improvements 
or acquisitions necessary to ensure flood protection; and establishing flood management 
policies which may include both structural and non-structural approaches to flood control using 
a multi-objective watershed approach. 
 
The rest of the Element Chapters will be prepared per the schedule and are listed in this 
attachment with scoping language. Note that since the draft is currently in progress future 
tense is used in regards to anticipated coordination; subsequent to Element adoption this will 
be changed.  

NEXT STEPS: 
The initial draft of the Fire Hazards chapter will be prepared for the October meeting.    
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Section 7: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 

 

Section 8: REPORTS 

CITY PLANNER: 

Meetings, Planning & Coordination: 

 Coordinated with City Manager, City Clerk, and Deputy City Clerk on planning and development 
projects.  

 Continued review of Sign Ordinance Update materials and progress. 

 Coordinated with City Engineer and City Clerk on 1101 Main Street Lot Line Adjustment 
finalization and timeline.  Advised realtor of timeline.   

 Continued coordination on alleviating issues stemming from Russ Park access across private 
land.   

 Reviewed letter from Ferndale resident requesting that the City grant a revocable encroachment 
permit for a fence in a public right of way.  Advised City Manager of estimated cost.     

 Attended 7/26 Design Review meeting and presented Design Review Manual Preparation Scope 
and Staff Report as well as Design Review Use Permit Application Process revisions and Staff 
Report.   

 Wrote and mailed application incomplete letter to applicant for stucco removal at 580 Main St. 

 Coordinated with City Clerk on process for notifying resident of Design Review Combining Zone 
violation for removal of a contributing feature from a listed building in the Historic District.   

 Responded to property owner questions about the potential to subdivide property located on 
Main Street; corresponded by email and phone to answer additional questions related to zoning 
standards.  

 Responded to property owner questions regarding converting an existing structure on the 
property into a dwelling space.  Coordinated with City Clerk to advise resident on options.   

 Coordinated with City Clerk and City Manager to draft letter to Ferndale resident outlining City 
requirements for a building permit for stucco removal in the Historic District. 

 
Projects: 

 General Plan Update—Prepared General Plan Safety Element Settings & Context and Geologic 
and Seismic Hazards chapters for presentation at 8/29 Planning Commission meeting.  
Contacted Troy Nicolini and arranged for him to make a brief presentation on Geologic Hazards 
during meeting.  Continued agency coordination and presentation scheduling for future 
meetings.     

 Design Review Use Permit Application Process – Attended 7/26 Design Review Committee 
meeting and presented staff report and revised application process with revisions marked and 
explained.  Made additional changes to application process as directed by Committee and 
prepared staff report for 8/23 meeting.  
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DEPUTY CITY CLERK: 

MEETINGS: 

 Daily meetings with City Manager to discuss various office issues 

 Coordinated with City Manager and City Planner on planning and developmental projects. 

 Regular Design Review Meeting- June 28, 2012 

 Planning Commission Meeting- July 18, 2012 

 Special Design Review Meeting- July 19, 2012 
 

PROJECTS: 

 Assembled Regular Design Review Agenda/Packet for June 28, 2012 Meeting. 

 Assembled City Council Agenda/Packet for July 5, 2012 Meeting. 

 Assembled Special Design Review Agenda/Packet for July 18, 2012 Meeting. 

 Assembled Planning Commission Agenda/Packet for July 19, 2012 Meeting. 

 Posted Regular Design Review Agenda; uptown/at city hall. 

 Posted Special Design Review Agenda; uptown/at city hall. 

 Posted Planning Commission Agenda; uptown/at city hall. 

 Posted City Council Agenda; uptown/at city hall/online. 

 Set up for Planning Commission Meeting, 

 Set up for Sign Committee Meeting. 

 Typed Minutes for the Special Design Review Meeting- July 19, 2012. 

 Typed Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting- July 18, 2012. 

 Uploaded PC video. 

 Business Licenses. 

 Dog License. 

 City Hall/Community Center Rentals. 

 Electronic Deposits. 

 Cash Deposits. 

 Field Observation Reports 

 Counter work/Answer Phones/Messages 
 
Land Use, Building and Encroachment Permits Issued 
 

B1229 730 5
th
 St Water heater 

B1230 1289 Madison Windows/Replace Steps 

B1231 927 Main 4 external light poles 

B1232 1390 Rose Re-roof 

DR1217 1085 Main Painting house 

DR1218 820 Herbert Re-roof 
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Section 9: Design Review 

  City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 
Design Review Minutes for the 08/9/12 8:30am meeting 

 
Chairman Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:33 a.m. Committee Members Michael Sweeney, 
Lino Mogni, Michael Bailey and Dane Cowan along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish and 
Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith were present.  
 
219 Francis Street- Chairman Dan Brown went over the letter that City Manager Parrish sent to 
Teruko McCarthy with the Committee. City Manager Jay Parrish explained to the committee 
that the resident at 219 Francis Street had removed her door without going through the proper 
process and doing further research found the door to be historically significant. City Manager 
Parrish explained that he had spoke with Ms. McCarthy and let her know that she needed to file 
a Design Review Application and that since her house is a contributing building in the Historical 
District, that staff will refer the project to the City Planner for a CEQA review, if she would like. 
Also it was explained if she restores the door to its original place then City review would not be 
required. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:13AM. The next meeting regular meeting will be August 23, 2012 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
Brianna Smith 
Deputy City Clerk  

 

Section 10: Sign Committee 
 
 

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 
 Design Review Minutes for the 08/16/12 2:30pm meeting 

NO QUORUM  
 

Section 11: Adjourn 


