
   City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 
City Council Minutes for September 6, 2012 

 
Mayor Jeffrey Farley called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 7:00PM. Present were Councilmen Ken 
Mierzwa, John Maxwell and Stuart Titus, along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish, City Clerk Nancy Kaytis-
Slocum, City Engineers Praj White and David Caisse, and City Police Chief Bret Smith.  Those present pledged 
allegiance to the flag. The City Clerk called roll call.  
 
Consent Calendar: Councilman Maxwell asked that the Accounts Payable be separated from the minutes. 
MOTION: (Mierzwa/Titus) Accept Accounts Payable. Unanimous. MOTION: (Mierzwa/Titus) Approve minutes 
from the August 2 and August 23, 2012 meetings as presented. Three ayes, and one abstain from Councilman 
John Maxwell due to absence to the meetings. 
 
Interview and selection of Council Member to fill term until November 4, 2014. Mayor Farley discussed the 
Council Vacancy Policy that was accepted in 2003. He asked one of the Candidates to leave the room while the 
other candidate answered questions. Mr. Lino Mogni left the room. Mr. Michael Sweeney stepped to the 
podium. The councilmen took turns asking the following questions: (1) What are some of the issues you see 
facing the City? Do you have a vision for the future of the City? (2) Please explain why your background and 
qualifications would make you a good choice to fill the council vacancy. (3) How do you see working with us as a 
team; what strengths do you bring to help us continue to work as a team? (4) The time commitment for our 
monthly City Council meetings is about 2 ½ hours, with packet review taking up to two hours. Will you be able to 
make this time commitment? (5) The mayor has the responsibility to appoint councilmembers to represent the 
City on various Joint Powers Authorities, committees and commissions which meet once a month to once a 
quarter. Would you be able to also make this time commitment? (6) Do you have any known Conflicts of Interest 
that would keep you from serving in your full capacity? Mr. Sweeney answered the questions, then left the room 
and Mr. Mogni took the podium to answer the same questions. Mr. Sweeney was called back into the room. 
Mayor Farley asked if any in the audience had questions for the candidates. Mr. Jerry Bruga asked both 
candidates to relay how long they had lived in the City and what government committees they had served on. 
Both candidates answered the question. The council then took a vote by written ballot that were collected by 
City Manager Jay Parrish and opened and read by City Clerk Nancy Kaytis-Slocum. The votes were: Mayor Farley 
for Lino Mogni; Councilmen Maxwell, Mierzwa and Titus for Michael Sweeney. The councilmembers thanked the 
candidates for stepping forward. Mayor Farley announced that Michael Sweeney would be sworn in before the 
October City Council Meeting. 
 
Cable Franchise Change: City Manager Parrish relayed that The City of Ferndale holds a franchise Agreement 
with Suddenlink Communications (Suddenlink). Suddenlink has recently informed us that the equity investors of 
its parent company, Cebridge Acquisition, have entered into a Purchase and Sale Agreement with Nespresso 
Acquisition. We have been told that there will be no change locally, and that our community will continue to be 
served by Suddenlink. While the transaction will simply substitute existing equity investors with the new 
investors, it is our responsibility to make sure the transition is scrutinized; review any compliance issues; and 
approve the change of control. To assist in the transition, Suddenlink has provided $5000, which, the City 
Manager explained, could be used to hire Access Humboldt and the Buske Consulting group. MOTION: 
(Titus/Maxwell) Approve $5000 miscellaneous revenue (1001411) be expended on Professional Services 
(10165055). All in favor. 
 
Green Curb in front of the Red Front Store at 577 Main Street. Chief Bret Smith noted that the request appears 
consistent with other green zone (20 minute) parking areas within the downtown business area (in front of the 
Post Office at 554 Main Street, in front of and to the side of North Valley Bank at 394 Main, and in front of Valley 
Lumber at 657 Shaw), and that it will cost approximately $32. MOTION: (Mierzwa/Titus) Approve the painting of 
42’ of green curb in front of 577 Main Street. Unanimous. 
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Classification change to local streets and roads: City Engineer Praj White explained that by accepting this change 

and city would be eligible for additional funding from the Department of Transportation. MOTION: 

(Maxwell/Titus) Accept Resolution 2012-25 Approving the submittal of a Functional Classification Change for 

Local Streets and Roads to the State of California, Department of Transportation. All in favor. 

City Manager Jay Parrish presented Ordinance 2012-03 An ordinance amending Purchasing Ordinance 07-04, 

Section 6.01. Councilman Maxwell pointed out an error on the first page of the ordiniance: “c. When the City has 

a contract with another governmental unit to purchase a particular time item on a cooperative basis;” MOTION: 

(Titus/Mierzwa) Approve the Second Reading of and Adopt Ordinance 2012-03 An ordinance amending 

Purchasing Ordinance 07-04, Section 6.01.1(d) as corrected, by title only, and direct staff to notice the adoption 

appropriately. Unanimous. 

 

Correspondence: City Manager Parrish relayed that the city has been working with InLight Fitness for a 

Memorandum of Understanding regarding their use of the Community Center, and that we may be bringing 

something back to the council on this. 

 

Reports: The City Manager reminded all that there will be quite a few events happening this weekend: Bargain 

Lovers Weekend; Bocce Tournament; Wedding at the Community Center; Ice Cream Social at City Hall; the Milk 

Can Game at the High School and the Gem and Mineral Show at the Fairgrounds. Councilman Ken Mierzwa 

reported that the Air Quality Board has been issuing health advisories and if called could supply anyone with the 

hazard in light of the many wildfires around the state. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00PM. The next regular Council Meeting is scheduled for October 4, 2012 at 7PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum 

City Clerk 

 


