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Mayor Jeff Farley called the study session to order at 6:10PM. Present were Councilman Niels Lorenzen, John 
Maxwell, Ken Mierzwa, and Stuart Titus along with City Manager Jay Parrish, Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith 
and City Planner George Williamson. City Manager Parrish gave an overview of PlanWest’s work over the last 
five years and gave his appreciation for the work that they’ve done on the first two elements. It was explained 
that there had been a complaint by a citizen about the work done on the Historical and Cultural Resources 
Element and as we are approaching the next element on City Manager Parrish wanted to get the Council’s 
feedback on PlanWest and if they would like to move forward with PlanWest as the City Planner. Mayor Farley 
gave his gratitude to PlanWest for the job that they have done. Councilman Maxwell explained what a privileged 
it has been to work with PlanWest and that they do a great job, but that we need to pay more attention to 
quality control. Councilman Mierzwa agreed and discussed the need for review process and that maybe we need 
to go outside the Council and get new, fresh eyes to review and take a closer look. Councilman Titus explained 
that the greatest lessons come from mistakes and we learn from our failures and move forward. City Planner 
George Williamson went through the memo the prepared along with the scope of work. He explained to the 
Council to expect clear scoping, itemized reports of everything that can be done with a product, etc. The Council 
members agreed to move forward with PlanWest as our City Planners and to go to the Planning Commission to 
decide what will be the next element to work on. The study session ended at 6:47PM.   

Mayor Jeffrey Farley called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 7:03p.m. Present were Councilmen 
Stuart Titus, Niels Lorenzen, Ken Mierzwa, and John Maxwell, along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish, Deputy 
City Clerk Brianna Smith, Police Chief Bret Smith, and City Engineer Praj White. Those present pledged allegiance 
to the flag. Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith called roll call. Modifications to the agenda: City Manager Parrish 
asked that item 11c be moved to the front. 

Consent Calendar: Councilman Lorenzen had a question about the sludge work done by Eel River Disposal. 
MOTION: (Maxwell/Titus) Accept Accounts Payable and Approve the minutes from March 1, 2012 meeting. 
Motion passed unanimously with an (uncounted) abstention from Lorenzen. 

Humboldt County Tourism Business Improvement District (HCTBID): Tony Smithers and Lowel Daniels gave brief 
overview of why the HCTBID would be a good thing for the City. MOTION: (Titus/Maxwell). Approve Resolution 
2012-10, giving the City’s consent to the County of Humboldt to the County of Humboldt to form the Humboldt 
County Tourism Business Improvement District. Four ayes with one nay by Councilman Lorenzen. 

Ordinance 2012-02 Authorizing the extension of interim Ordinance No, 2011-03: Police Chief Bret Smith gave an 
update. MOTION: (Mierzwa/Maxwell) Approve Ordinance 2012-02 Authorizing the extension of interim 
Ordinance No. 2011-03. Unanimous. 

Increased Membership Timeline: Mayor Farley gave an overview on the membership timeline. Council gave City 
Manager Jay Parrish direction to put together a list of questions and sending them to HCAOG. Some of the 
questions that Councilmen and staff had are as follows; 

1. If Tribal members are allowed to join HCAOG, what other organizations will be allowed to join.  
2. If for some reason the Tribal association split up what would the consequences on HCAOG be, 

and would that start a process of individual tribes joining?  
3. If another member was added to HCAOG would that require a reworking of the whole joint 

power agreement or just an amendment?  
4. Will independent audits be conducted on all Tribes and would their audits be comparable to 

the rest of the members? 
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5. There were questions regarding the Brown Act, Campaign Contributors and Sovereign 
Immunity. 

6. We would like to support all questions from other JPA members. 
 

Pay Request # 2 for the Pedestrian Improvement Project- City Engineer Praj White gave an update on the 

Pedestrian Improvement Project. MOTION: (Titus/Mierzwa). Accept Resolution 2011-11, approving the 2nd Pay 

Request for the Pedestrian Improvement Project. Unanimous. 

General Permit to Discharge Stormwater Associated with Construction Activity/Coastal Development 

Permit(CDP)-Wetland Mitigation and Monitoring-  City Engineer Praj White gave an update. MOTION: 

(Maxwell/Titus). Approve Resolution 2012-12, Approving Payment of $6000 to Manhard Consulting to Complete 

the General Permit Closeout Process and Not to Exceed the Amount Unless Approval by the City Manager and 

Approve Resolution 2012-13, Approving the Anticipated Costs Dependant on Amount of Maintenance and 

Monitoring Required During Each Year for the Wetland Mitigation and Monitoring Plan.  Four ayes and one nay 

from Councilman Lorenzen. 

Correspondence – City Manger gave an update on the Recession of Cease and Desist Order regarding the 

WWTF. 

Council Reports: Ken Mierzwa gave an update on the American Airlines situation.  

The meeting adjourned at 8:37PM. The next regular Council Meeting is scheduled for May 3, 2012 at 7PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk 

 


