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AGENDA 
CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: March 21, 2012 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 3/14/12  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes –February 22, 2012. ................................ Page  2 
4.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page  3 
5.0 Public Hearing .......................................................................................... None 
6.0 Business 

6.1 Proposed Sign Definitions-Sign Committee ................................. Page 5 
7.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page 7 
8.0 City Planner’s and Deputy City Clerk’s Staff Reports  .............................. Page 18 
9.0 Design Review Minutes ............................................................................ Page 22 
10.0 Sign Committee Minutes ......................................................................... Page 23   
11.0 Adjournment – Next regular meeting April 18, 2012  ............................. Page 27 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of February 22, 2012 

 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 

7:09pm.  Commissioners Dan Brown, Trevor Harper, and Lino Mogni present as well as Mayor Jeff Farley 

and staff Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith and City Planner George Williamson. Those in attendance 

pledged allegiance to the flag. Ceremonial: Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith gave the Oath of Office to 

new Planning Commissioner Uffe Christiansen. MOTION: (Harper/Mogni). The January 18, 2012 were 

unanimously approved. 

 

Public Comment: Mayor Farley welcomed Uffe Christiansen to the Planning Commission and thanked 

the whole committee for all their work that they do and the effort that they put in.  

 

Historical and Cultural Resources Update: City Planner George Williamson gave an update on the 

H&CRE. The Planning Commission thanked George for all the hard work that was put into this document 

and commended PlanWest for what a great job they have done on the Historical and Cultural Resources 

Element MOTION: (Brown/Mogni). Move the Historical and Cultural Resources document to the City 

Council for adoption. Unanimous. 

 

Sign Committee’s Background, Purpose and Scope: Chairman from the Sign Committee Michael Bailey 

gave an update on the progress of the committee’s work. MOTION:(Brown/Christiansen) Approve Sign 

Committee’s Background, Purpose and Intent document. Unanimous. 

 

Reports: Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith gave an update on cement slab put in at 1430 Main Street. The 

Commission was informed that a drawing was submitted and that the fee’s had been paid. 

 

The next regular meeting will be March 21, 2012. The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk  
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Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 

 

 

Section 5: Public Hearing 

 

 

  



March 21, 2012 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING P a g e  | 4 

 
 

Section 6: BUSINESS 
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Meeting Date: March 21, 2012 Agenda Item Number 6.1 

Agenda Item Title: Proposed Sign Definitions-Sign Committee 

Presented  By: Michael Bailey, Sign Committee Chairman 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the proposed sign definitions. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

At the last few meetings the Sign Committee has been working up on a list of sign definitions. After 

some hard work the Committee has came up with the proposed list of sign definitions and approved 

them at the March 15, 2012 to be forwarded to the Planning Commission.  

Attached you will find the list of Proposed Sign Definitions.  
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Section 7: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Section 8: REPORTS 

 

CITY PLANNER: 
Meetings, Planning & Coordination 

 Coordinated with City Manager and Deputy City Clerk on planning and development 
projects.  

 Responded to questions from a Ferndale resident regarding zoning designations and lot 
area and yard requirements.   

 Reviewed building permit applications for repairs to two Ferndale residences. 

 Answered questions and researched Zoning Ordinance definitions for Deputy City Clerk.   

 Reviewed Sign Ordinance Committee’s definitions for Sign Ordinance Update as 
requested by Sign Committee Chair Michael Bailey.  Researched sign ordinance 
examples and provided feedback.   

 Prepared Resolution Writing Guide. 

 Attended 2/2 City Council meeting and presented Housing Element Update staff report 
recommending Council approve Resolution 2012-02 General Plan Housing Element 
Update Adoption.  Also presented staff report recommending Council send revised 
Historical & Cultural Resources Element to the Planning Commission for review.   

 Attended 2/22 Planning Commission meeting and presented revised Historical & 
Cultural Resources Element Update and Draft Resolution 2012-03 General Plan 
Historical & Cultural Resources Element Update Adoption.     

 Initiated staff report for 3/1 City Council meeting to consider Historical & Cultural 
Resources Element Update and recommendation from the Planning Commission. 

 Prepared and published public notice for 2/15 Planning Commission Meeting.   

 

Projects 

 General Plan Update - Housing Element Update – Prepared Resolution 2012-02 General 
Plan Housing Element Update Adoption and presented to Council at 2/2 meeting.  
Council voted unanimously to adopt resolution.  Initiated memo outlining 
implementation steps to update the Zoning Ordinance to comply with the Housing 
Element Update.      
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 General Plan Update—Historical & Cultural Resources (H&CR) Element— Coordinated 
with the Ferndale Museum to obtain digital copies of pre-existing photographs of 
historic Ferndale buildings. Where the museum had no digital copy of a particular style, 
staff took pictures of existing Ferndale buildings as directed by Ferndale Museum’s Head 
of Research, Ann Roberts. Incorporated images into the element, along with captions, 
additional citation, and an expanded list of figures in the Table of Contents. Removed 
two architectural styles from Chapter 3 as no evidence in support of their existence in 
Ferndale was found.  Made revisions in response to community member comments. 
Descriptions of historic events noted as incorrect in the comments have been 
researched and corrected. Based on the comments, staff revised the form of citation to 
comply with Council of Science Editors (CSE) citation standards.  Revised Element and 
added additional citation as needed throughout the text.  Revised References section to 
accurately reflect information sources cited in the Element.  Made minor revisions to 
language for clarity and correctness.   

 Bear River Wind Project – Coordinated with City Manager to prepare & submit letter to 
County reflecting 1/5 City Council meeting minutes and Council actions, requesting that 
the County reevaluate the scope of the project, and opposing the use of Ferndale city 
streets for the transport of any construction related materials. 

 General Plan Completion Scope – Prepared Scope and Contents for General Plan Update 
as an aid for determining next steps in update process.  The required elements that 
remain to be updated are: 

 Land Use Element 
 Transportation (Circulation) & Public Facilities Element 
 Conservation & Open Space Element 
 Noise & Air Quality (New) Element 
 Public Safety & Hazards Element 
 

Staff sent a memo to City Manager Jay Parrish outlining reasons for updating two of the 
remaining elements, emphasizing the value to the city & community.  The elements 
proposed by staff for updating are: 

 Conservation Element – The Conservation Element defines conservation 
goals, policies, and strategies for the conservation and utilization of 
natural resources and protection of the aesthetic qualities of the 
community.  The Element would document the City’s stewardship of its 
resources through the utilization of land use policies and implementation 
programs which reflect the community’s conservation goals. 

 Safety Element – The Safety Element provides a policy basis for measures 
Ferndale can take to prevent loss of life, reduce injuries and property 
damage, and minimize economic and social dislocations which could 
result from earthquake, fire, or other natural and man-made disasters. 
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DEPUTY CITY CLERK: 

MEETINGS: 

Special City Council Meeting-1/24/2012 

City Council Meeting-2/2/2012 

Various meetings with City Manager on office issues 

 

PROJECTS: 

 Set up for Special City Council Meeting-1/24/2012 

 Typed Special CC Minutes-1/24/2012 meeting 

 Coordinated City Manager on assembling the City Council Packet- 2/2/2012 

 Posted City Council Agenda-2/2/12 

 Type City Council Minutes-2/2/2012 meeting 

 Upload Council video to computer. 2/2/12 meeting 

 Answer phones/messages/emails/copies/counter work 

 Sort/Distribute Mail 

 Collect and Filed 700 forms 

 Community Center Rentals 

 City Hall Rentals 

 Dog Licenses 

 Electronic deposit 

 Assembled Planning Commission Packet for the 2/22/2012 meeting 

 Assembled Sign Committee Packet for the 2 /16/2012 meeting 

 Posted PC Packet-2/22/2012 meeting 

 Posted SC Agenda-2/16/2012 meeting 

 Sent Building Permit Valuations to Ben Bartallato 

 Faxed January Building Permits to Assessor 

 Various Filing 

 Coordinated with Building Inspector on building permits 

 Coordinated with City Planner on Use Permits 

 Coordinated with City Planner and City Manager on planning and developmental projects 
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Building and Encroachment Permits Issued 

B1202 1057 Fifth St. Repair Foundation 

B1203 827 Howard Reroof, gutters, termite 
repair, misc electrical, 
shower panel 

B1204 742 Main St. Install sewer cleanout 

B1205 630 Main St. Install sewer cleanout 

B1206 366 Main St.` Reroof detached carport 
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Section 9: Design Review 

 
City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Special Design Review Minutes for the 03/08/12 8:30am meeting 

 

Vice Chairman Dane Cowan opened the meeting at 8:36 a.m. Committee Members Lino Mogni, Michael 

Sweeney and Michael Bailey, along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish and Deputy City Clerk  Brianna 

Smith were present. There were no modifications to the agenda. 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

447 Main Street-Ferndale Repertory Theatre-Temporary Banner: MOTION: (Mogni/Bailey). Approve 

applicants temporary banner. Unanimous.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:48am. The next meeting regular meeting will be March 22, 2012. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk  
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Section 10: Sign Committee 

 
 

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 
Sign Ordinance Committee Minutes for the 2/16/12 2:30 pm meeting 

 

 

 

Chairman Michael Bailey opened the meeting at 2:32 pm.  Committee members Michael 

Sweeney and Karen Pingitore along with City Manager Jay Parish were present.  Committee 

members Trevor Harper and Phil Ostler were absent. 

 

No public comment. 

 

January 19, 2012 Minutes:  MOTION: Approve minutes as presented. (Pingitore/Sweeney).  All 

in favor. 

 

Chairman Michael Bailey raised the issue that there was no spot on the agenda for 

correspondence.  An email from Melanie Rheaume of PlanWest Partners regarding the 

definitions of use permits was received.  Additionally, Melanie hoped that the sign ordinance 

committees’ work could be combined with updating the Zoning Ordinance to implement 

Housing Element programs.  The Committee appreciated the definitions of use permits which 

will be incorporated into the definition section of the sign ordinance update.  However, the 

Committee felt that participating in the update of the Zoning Ordinance was out of scope and 

beyond the charge of the Committee which is limited to updating the sign ordinance. 

 

City Manager Jay Parrish said that correspondence would be added to subsequent agendas. 

 

Additionally, Chairman Bailey referred to documents emailed to Committee members since the 

last meeting which included the Background Purpose and Scope statement that was forward to 

the Planning Commission, the Committee Action Plan and Schedule, and revised matrix of 

categories for sign-related definitions.   Discussion followed on some definitions that were not 

placed in any category and which categories were appropriate.  An additional category was 

developed for other or miscellaneous. 
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A copy of the International Zoning Code Chapter 10 Sign Regulations, emailed to Committee 

members earlier, was provided to Committee members for their reference. 

 

Review, Add, and Revise Definitions:  The Committee reviewed and discussed the draft 

definitions as developed by Chairman Bailey and presented to the Committee at the 1/19/12 

meeting.  A discussion ensued regarding some of the definitions in the International Zoning 

Code Chapter 10 that may apply to Ferndale.  Further discussion pertained to editing some of 

the existing draft definitions and, in some cases, adding additional definitions.  During the 

discussion the Committee decided to eliminate the additional numeric designations behind 

each definition.  For example, a typical current numeric designation would read 3.66.18.  The 

revised system would simply refer to 3.66 and then list subsequent definitions in alphabetical 

order (a, b, c…).  The Committee also agreed to add the statement to the introduction to the 

Definitions that “signs listed under these definitions may not be legal to use” to eliminate any 

possible confusion or misunderstanding between definitions and legal or allowable signage.  In 

conclusion, the Committee felt that the list of definitions was adequate, with the changes made 

during this meeting, to forward to the Planning Commission.  The Committee acknowledged 

that additional changes or additions to the definition list may occur as the update process 

proceeds. 

 

Chairman Bailey will edit the current definition list per Committee discussions.  

 

MOTION: Approve Definition Statement and forward it to the City of Ferndale Planning 

Commission for consideration during their next meeting. (Pingitore/Sweeney).  All in favor. 

 

General Regulations:  The Committee briefly discussed ideas related to how best to organize 

the General Regulations element of the Sign Ordinance.   Michael Sweeney presented an 

outline of a format he developed as follows: 

 

1. Exempt Signs 
 

2. Prohibited Signs 
 

3. Principal permitted signs 
 

4. Signs permitted with a Use Permit 
 

5. Other sign regulations 
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6. Design Control Combining Zone 
 

Within each of the above elements, regulations pertaining to applicable zones would be listed: 

 

 Any zone 
 

 Residential R-S, R-1, R-2, R-3 or R-4 Zones 
 

 Commercial or Manufacturing C or M zones 
 

 C-AG, C-H, A-E, M-L, M-H, F-W, F-P, P-D or P-F Zones 
 

Mr. Sweeney suggested that the organization could be an opposite version of the above as well: 

 

1. Any zone 
 

2. Residential R-S, R-1, R-2, R-3 or R-4 Zones 
 

3. Commercial or Manufacturing C or M zones 
 

4. C-AG, C-H, A-E, M-L, M-H, F-W, F-P, P-D or P-F Zones 
 

Within each of the above elements, the regulations pertaining to the following would be listed: 

 

 Exempt Signs 
 

 Prohibited Signs 
 

 Principal permitted signs 
 

 Signs permitted with a Use Permit 
 

 Other sign regulations 
 

 Design Control Combining Zone 
 

Mr. Sweeney agreed to further organize these options in a table format for review and 

discussion at the next meeting. 
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The next regular meeting will be March 15, 2012 at 2:30 pm.  The meeting was adjourned at 

4:20 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 Michael Sweeney 
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Section 11: Adjourn 
 


