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AGENDA 
CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: February 22, 2012 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 2/15/12  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224 24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Ceremonial 

2.1 Oath of Office-Uffe Christiansen 
3.0 Update Agenda  

3.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
3.2 Commissioners comments  

4.0 Approval of previous minutes –January 18, 2012. .................................. Page  2 
5.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page  3 
6.0 Public Hearing .......................................................................................... None 
7.0 Business 

7.1 Historical and Cultural Resources Element Update ..................... Page  5 
7.2 Draft Background, Purpose and Scope-Sign Committee ............. Page  144 

8.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page  147 
9.0 City Planner’s and Deputy City Clerk’s Staff Reports  .............................. Page  148  
10.0 Design Review Minutes ............................................................................ None 
11.0 Sign Committee Minutes ......................................................................... Page   151 
12.0 Adjournment – Next regular meeting March 21, 2012  .......................... Page  152 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  

Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of January 18, 2011 

 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 

7:15p.m.  Commissioners Dan Brown, and Trevor Harper as well as staff Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith 

and City Planner George Williamson were present. Commissioner Lino Mogni had an excused absence. 

Those in attendance pledged allegiance to the flag. MOTION: (Jorgen/Brown). The November 16 

minutes were unanimously approved as amended. No public comment.  

Interview Planning Commissioner Applicant(s): Planning Commissioners interviewed Planning 

Commission applicant Uffe Christiansen. MOTION: (Brown/Harper). Approve applicant to be forwarded 

to the City Council for approval. Unanimous.  

Housing Element Update:  City Planner George Williamson gave an update. MOTION: (Harper/Brown). 

Approve Housing Element Program I. Adequate Sites, #7, page 5-5 as requested by HCD and send to City 

Council for submittal to the Department of Housing and Community Development. Unanimous 

Commissioner comments:    Commissioner Von Frausing-Borch gave input on matters that should come 

before Planning Commission. 

The next regular meeting will be February 15, 2012. The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk  
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Section 2: CEREMONIAL 

Oath of Office-Uffe Christiansen 

 

Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 

 

 

Section 5: Public Hearing 
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Section 7: BUSINESS 
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Meeting Date: February 15, 2012 Agenda Item Number 7.1 

Agenda Item Title: Historical & Cultural Resources Element Update 

Presented By: George Williamson, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required: Review Element and Make Recommendation 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the Draft Historical & Cultural Resources Element revisions and recommend revised 

draft to City Council for adoption.   
 

BACKGROUND: 

The Historical and Cultural Resources Element of the City General Plan sets goals, policies and 

implementation strategies for the City’s role in planning for the unique historical aspects of 

Ferndale and its regional cultural setting in the Eel River Valley.  This Element is being made 

part of the General Plan to emphasize the importance of preserving Ferndale’s community 

character, history, and architectural features.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

During Element preparation the Planning Commission held study sessions, conducted public 

outreach, and held public hearings.  The draft Element was also circulated for public review and 

comment. The City received one set of comments from Design Review Committee (DRC) 

members. One DRC recommendation that was also supported by the Planning Commission 

required additional work beyond the scope of the current agreement. The additional work 

involved including a photograph representation from Ferndale of each architectural style 

described in Chapter 3 of the Element. The Planning Commission recommended a scope and 

budget amendment so staff could complete this work and incorporate it into the Element. Staff 

coordinated with the Ferndale Museum, including drawing upon their resources to obtain 

digital copies of pre-existing photographs of historic Ferndale buildings. Where the museum 

had no digital copy of a particular style, staff took pictures of existing Ferndale buildings as 

directed by Ferndale Museum’s Head of Research, Ann Roberts. These images have been 

incorporated into the element, along with captions, additional citation, and an expanded list of 

figures in the Table of Contents. 
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In addition to enhancing the Element, staff has made revisions in response to comments from a 

concerned citizen. The two historic errors noted in the comments have been researched and 

corrected. Based on the comments, staff revised citation to comply with Council of Science 

Editors (CSE) citation standards, added additional citation as needed throughout the text, and 

revised the References section to accurately reflect sources cited in the Element. Two 

architectural styles were removed from Chapter 3 as no evidence in support of their existence 

in Ferndale was found.  The revised list of styles is as follows: Gothic Revival, Italianate, Second 

Empire, Queen Anne, Neoclassical, Craftsman/ Bungalow, Mission, and Ranch Style.  In the 

process of revising and enhancing the Element, staff also made minor revisions to language for 

clarity and correctness.   
   

NEXT STEPS: 

Once review is complete and Planning Commission has recommended the Element with 

revisions, it will be forwarded to City Council who will conduct their own public hearing and 

review prior to adopting the Element.  
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Meeting Date: February 22, 2012 Agenda Item Number 7.2 

Agenda Item Title: Sign Committee’s Draft Background, Purpose and Scope. 

Presented  By: Jay Parrish, City Manager 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the Sign Committee’s Background, Purpose and Scope. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The attached proposal was discussed at the Sign Committee’s last couple meetings. Committee 

members Michael Sweeney and Michael Bailey have incorporated the comments from all of the 

committee members into the proposed statements for final approval. 
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Background Information: 

The Victorian Village of Ferndale is known for a wealth of historic residential and commercial 
buildings representing a variety of architectural styles popular during the middle and late 19th 
century (1860-1900).  More modern styles are equally represented including Neo-classical, 
Craftsman, and Mission.  Collectively, the City of Ferndale was designated as a State Historic 
Landmark in 1975 by the California State Parks, Office of Historic Preservation.  In 1994, the 
City’s Main Street was designated as a Historic District by the National Park Service and placed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Residents and visitors alike are attracted to Ferndale to enjoy the opportunity to “step back in 
time” and enjoy the town’s many architectural flavors.  To this end the City has determined that 
commercial and non-commercial signs should be respectful of the major stylistic components of 
the individual historic buildings and overall character of the City of Ferndale’s historic 
“streetscape.”  Accordingly, this sign ordinance is envisioned to address the placement, color, 
design and architectural character of commercial and non-commercial signs in order to 
maintain the overall visual quality of all areas of the City, while clearly communicating the 
intended information. 

 

Purpose and Intent: 

Signs have an obvious impact on the character and quality of life in this town, and the 
attractiveness and appearance of Ferndale’s Historic District.  As a prominent part of the 
scenery, they help attract or repel the viewing public and may affect the safety of vehicular or 
pedestrian traffic. Their suitability or appropriateness helps set the tone of the whole City.  

Because signs strongly influence the perception of the establishment, building, street view, and 
the aesthetics of the historic district, there is a public interest in ensuring that signs are well 
designed, carefully placed and properly maintained in accordance with the overall desired 
character of Ferndale. 

The purpose of these limitations and requirements are to create a legal framework for a 
comprehensive and balanced system to manage signage in a manner which will; 

(A)  Protect the interests of all sectors of the business community by providing a properly 
managed opportunity for effective advertising, identification and commercial communications 
through signage to match services with the needs of the public. 
(B)  Maintain, protect and enhance the historical aspects, aesthetics, property values; the City’s 
unique character, its natural setting, its architecture, and the economic viability of the City’s 
commercial corridor by promoting the use of aesthetically pleasing materials, colors, and types 
of signs and by implementing design review. 
 (C)  Delineate the design, type, number, placement, location, illumination, aesthetic quality 
and physical dimensions of signs according to standards consistent with the types of 
establishments in each zoning district and those that contribute to the overall environment of 
the buildings, streets, and districts of Ferndale.   
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(D)  Protect residential districts adjoining non-residential districts from adverse impacts of 
excessive illumination and numbers or sizes of signs.  
(E)  Provide for signs as an effective and pleasant channel of communication, while ensuring 
that signs are aesthetically proportioned to the structures to which they are associated with. 
(F)  Encourage both renovation and proper maintenance of signs; through equal treatment, 
accurate record keeping and public information programs.  
(G)  Safeguard motorists, bicyclists, and pedestrians and enhance the public health, and general 
welfare by requiring safe and effective signage while avoiding traffic safety hazards caused by 
visual clutter, distractions and obstructions.   
(H)  Enable noncommercial signs such as real estate “for sale” signs and political signs that 
address advocacy on debatable issues. 
 (I)  Defend and preserve the rights of freedom of association, speech and expression in all 
matters pertaining to signage. 
 
Further, it is the intent of the City that its commercial and industrial development remains in 
harmony with the residential community and the historical nature of Ferndale. 
 

Scope: 

The provisions of this Sign Ordinance provide for the installation, construction, alteration, 
repair, maintenance, enforcement and display of signage in all areas of the town of Ferndale 
with a major emphasis on the Historic District, the Design Control Combining Zone (–D-zone), 
and other residential, commercial, and public facility areas within the City.  All signage 
regulated by this ordinance is under the direct control of the Planning Commission, while 
signage residing within the Ferndale Historic District and the –D-zone will require a use permit 
approved by the Design Review Committee, a subcommittee of the Planning Commission. 

The term “signage” shall include all types of commercial, noncommercial, residential, 
governmental, public purpose and building address signs in public view from public or private 
byways.  Any signage that can be displayed under the provisions of this ordinance may contain 
a noncommercial message.  This ordinance shall not manage public purpose signs posted by 
state or local government agencies other than permitting their use. 

When reading and using this document, the INTENT of each section should carry more weight in 
decision making than the specific wording of each section. An attempt is made to state the 
intent at the beginning of each section. This statement of intent should be used as a guide to 
interpretation of any specific paragraph, article or provision. 
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Section 8: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Section 9: REPORTS 

CITY PLANNER: 

Meetings, Planning & Coordination 

 Coordinated with City Manager, City Clerk, and Deputy City Clerk on planning and development 
projects.  

 Responded to questions from a prospective Main Street property purchaser regarding design 
and setback requirements for additional buildings.   

 Reviewed building permit application for foundation excavation and repair at 1057 5th Street. 

 Attended 1/5 City Council meeting to present three agenda items. Prior to those items, 
contributed to Bear River Wind Project (BRWP).  Heard presentations from Schatz Energy 
Research Center’s Dr. Peter Lehman & Shell Wind Representative Pana Ratana. Relayed portion 
of City Manager staff report on rescoping and additional comments to County. Heard responses 
from County Planner Steve Warner on County permit processing as well as petitions and 
concerns of Ferndale residents and opposition groups. 

 Bear River Wind Project – Discussed County scoping process for BRWP with City Manager and 
options for City to comment on permitting process.  Discussed City actions that could be taken 
for going on record with County to have City concerns addressed in the BRWP EIR/EIS.  Prepared 
a letter to the County requesting that they reevaluate the scope of the project.  Prepared and 
presented staff report with three alternative actions.  Council voted for alternatives A & B, 
authorizing the City Manager to send a letter to the County opposing the use of Ferndale city 
streets for the transport of turbine components and requesting that the County reevaluate the 
scope of the project.   

 Attended 1/18 Planning Commission meeting and presented Housing Element Update.  
Responded to Commission questions regarding implementation programs, letters, and 
incentives.  Planning Commission voted unanimously 3-0 to recommend implementation 
language presented by staff to City Council.  Participated in interview process for new 
commissioner candidate, advising on selection process by Council and likely first hearing for new 
commissioner if appointed. Heard Chairman’s input on matters that should come before 
Planning Commission. 

 Initiated staff report for 2/2 City Council meeting to consider Housing Element Update and 
recommendation from the Planning Commission. 

 Prepared and published public notices for 1/18 Planning Commission and 2/2 City Council 
meetings.   
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Projects 

 General Plan Update – Housing Element Update – Received HCD expedited review of revised 
draft housing element.  Revised language in the program to encourage and facilitate small lot 
development per HCD request (Housing Element Program I. Adequate Sites, #7, page 5-5).  
Submitted draft language to HCD for review.  Presented staff report on 1/5 recommending that 
the City Council send HCD proposed implementation language to the Planning Commission for 
consideration and recommendation to the City Council at 1/18 PC hearing.   

 General Plan Update—Historical & Cultural Resources (H&CR) Element—Edited draft in 
response to comments.  Sent list of architectural styles to the Ferndale Museum to find 
photographic examples for inclusion in H&CR Element.    

General Plan & Zoning Amendments (GP/ ZA) – Presented staff report to Council on 1/5 recommending 
the Second Reading of Ordinance 2012-01, “Amending Zoning Ordinance 02-02 by adding Section 6.07 
Housing Combining Zone Overlay or –H Zone.”  Ordinance 2012-01 unanimously approved by Council 

 

DEPUTY CITY CLERK: 

MEETINGS: 

 Daily meetings with City Manager on various office issues 

 City Council Meeting- 1/5/2012 

 Planning Commission Meeting- 1/18/2012 

PROJECTS: 

 Coordinated with City Clerk and City Manager on assembling the City Council Packet- 1/5/2012 

 Posted City Council Agenda-1/5/2012 

 Typed Sign Committee Minutes-12/15/2012 

 Answer phones/messages/emails/copies/counter work 

 Community Center Rentals 

 City Hall Rentals 

 Dog Licenses 

 Filled out application for Nuts & Bolts Scholarship 

 Training w/ Finance Manger on paying first of the month bills 

 Research on ERD agreement for City Manager. 

 Sent out Parade Permits 

 Training on Payroll w/Finance Manger 

 Assembled Planning Commission Packet for the 1/18/2012 meeting 

 Assembled Sign Committee Packet for the 1/19/2012 meeting 

 Training on uploading CC & PC videos w/Demetrius 

 Coordinated with City Clerk on things that need to be done while she is gone 
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 Sent Building Permit Valuations to Ben Bartallato 

 Faxed December Building Permits to Assessor 

  Set up tables and microphone for Village Club 

 Set up for Planning Commission Meeting-1/18/2012 

 Assembled Special City Council Packet. 

 Research on Purchasing Order for Xerox machine 

 Type Planning Commission Minutes for the 1/19/2012 meeting 

 Start assembling Regular City Council meeting for 2/2/2012 

 Various Filing 

 Coordinated with Building Inspector on building permits 

 

Building and Encroachment Permits Issued 

B1201 244 Berding Re-roof section over 
kitchen 
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Section 10: Design Review 

 

No meeting in January 

 

Section 11: Sign Committee 

 
C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  

Sign Ordinance Committee Minutes for the January 19, 2012 

 
Chairman Michael Bailey opened the meeting at 2:35 pm.  Committee members Michael Sweeney, Phil 

Ostler, and Trevor Harper were present.  Committee member Karen Pingitore was absent. 

 

No public comment. 

 

December 15, 2011 Minutes:  MOTION: Approve minutes as presented. (Sweeney/Ostler).  All in favor. 

 

Background, Purpose, and Scope:  Discussed the Background, Purpose, and Scope statement as 

amended from previous discussions at the 12/15/11 meeting.  MOTION:  Approve Background, Purpose, 

and Scope statement as presented and forward to City of Ferndale Planning Commission. 

(Sweeney/Ostler).  All in favor. 

 

Review, Add, and Revise Definitions:  Chairman Bailey presented a draft list of definitions as they pertain 

to signage.  The list was extensive and was assembled by reviewing the definitions of many other cities 

and including the ones that appeared applicable to the City of Ferndale.  Special consideration was given 

to the definition of “what is considered a sign” and “what is not considered a sign.”  As the list was 

somewhat unwieldy, discussion focused on how to categorize the situations in which the definitions 

would apply.  Chairman Bailey presented a categorical matrix he had developed for discussion purposes.  

A Table listing the zoning classifications that appear in the City’s zoning code was also presented for 

discussion.  In general, the committee believed that most of the signage issues, and correspondingly, 

sign regulations would apply to areas zoned commercial as well as areas included in the Design Control 
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Combining zone.  In Residential zone areas, most signage other than temporary signs, are not allowed.  

Chairman Bailey believed and the Committee agreed that definitions of terms related to zoning 

classifications such as principle use, principally permitted use, conditional use permit, and special use 

permit be included in the list of definitions.  Chairman Bailey will request staff to provide those 

definitions as they appear in the City zoning code and will have them available for the next meeting.  

Chairman Bailey requested that Committee members review the definition of “what is considered a 

sign,” and review the list of definitions in terms of adding, subtracting, or clarifying definitions by the 

next scheduled meeting.  Also Committee members were requested to review the categories presented 

in the matrix and be able to add or subtract categories by the next scheduled meeting. 

 

The next regular meeting will be February 16, 2012 at 2:30 pm.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

Michael Sweeney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 12: Adjourn 


