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AGENDA 
CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: November 16, 2011 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 11/10/11  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224  24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes – October 19, 2011. ................................. Page 2  
4.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page 3  
5.0 Public Hearing 

5.1 Use Permit for 393 Main St. ......................................................... Page 4 
6.0 Business 

6.1 Expectations & Action Plan for the Sign Committee ................... Page 13 
7.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page 16 
8.0 City Planner’s and Deputy City Clerk’s Staff Reports  .............................. Page 17 
9.0 Design Review Minutes  ........................................................................... Page 19 
10.0 Sign Committee Minutes ......................................................................... Page 20 
11.0 Adjournment – Next regular meeting January 21, 2011  ........................ Page 22 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of October 19, 2011 

 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 

7:00p.m.  Commissioners Dan Brown and Lino Mogni as well as staff Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith 

and City Planner Vanessa Blodgett were present. Commissioner Trevor Harper was absent. Those in 

attendance pledged allegiance to the flag.  MOTION: (Jorgen/Brown). The September 28, 2011 minutes 

were unanimously approved. No public comment. Proposed change: Move item 6.1 before Public 

Hearing item. 

 

Interview and approval of new member for the Sign Committee: Commissioner Von Frausing-Borch 

thanked Karen Pingitore for stepping forward to be a member of the Sign Committee and hopes that she 

will set an example for others to participate. MOTION: (Jorgen/Mogni).  Approve Karen Pingitore to 

serve as a member on the Sign Committee. All in favor. 

 

 

Public Hearing- Residential Two-Family (R2) Density General Plan Amendment and Ferndale Housing 

Combining Zone Overlay Zoning Amendment: MOTION: (Brown/Mogni). Approve changing density 

range from 14 to 15 dwelling units per acre. All in favor. MOTION: (Jorgen/Mogni). Approve the Zoning 

Ordinance Amendment to add a Combining Zone overlay covering the existing duplex units at the 

Ferndale Housing project on Fairview Drive and Trident Lane; with a text amendment allowing existing 

duplexes as permitted. All in favor. 

 

 

The next regular meeting will be November 16, 2011. The meeting was adjourned at 7:22 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk 
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Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 
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Section 5: PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
PC Meeting: November 16, 2011 Case No.: UP1128 

Applicant: Leah Daniels Agenda Item: 5.1  

Property Address: 393 Main Street APN 031-083-017 

Zoning: Community Commercial Design Control (C2D) 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Request for a Use Permit for a wood and metal workshop for 

handicraft manufacture and a showroom in an existing building at 393 Main Street (APN 031-

083-017). The project site is zoned Community Commercial Design Control (C2D).   

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: This project has been reviewed for compliance with the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The proposed facility qualifies for a CEQA Class 1, Section 

15301, Categorical Exemption from preparation of environmental documents. This exemption 

allows for the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, or minor alteration of 

existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features 

involving, negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing at the time of the lead 

agency’s determination.  

 

STAFF CONTACT:  Planwest Partners, Contract City Planners. Phone: 707.825.8260; Fax, 

707.825.9181 and Email: vanessab@planwestpartners.com    

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff has included findings of fact (Attachment A), necessary to 

take an action on the Use Permit.  If the Planning Commission accepts the findings of fact or 

makes comparable findings, then staff recommends the Planning Commission approve the Use 

Permit, subject to the conditions of approval listed in Attachment B. 

 

Recommended Motion: “Adopt Resolution No. PC 2011-43 making the required findings of fact 

listed in Attachment A, and approve the Use Permit, subject to the conditions of approval listed 

in Attachment B, to allow for wood and metal workshop for handicraft manufacture and a 

showroom at 393 Main Street.” 

 

mailto:vanessab@planwestpartners.com
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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED PROJECT:   

The project site is located on Main Street in the former Hobart Brown building near the Brown 

Street intersection. Currently the bottom floor of the building is vacant, with residences 

upstairs. The proposed use would occupy the bottom floor and consist of an approximately 600 

square foot showroom/ retail area in the front portion of the building and an approximately 

1,200 square foot wood and metal workshop in the back portion of the building (see attached 

floor plans). These areas are separated by a sound barrier wall with windows for viewing and an 

access door.   

 

The proposed workshop would include use of hand tools and portable contractor tools for 

wood and metal work. All proposed uses will be conducted within enclosed areas of the existing 

building.  The use of wood and metalworking tools such as a table saw, planer, jointer, chop 

saw, and band saw will increase noise levels during hours of operation. The wood and metal 

shop would be in use between the hours of 10a.m. and 4p.m.  Noise created will be generally 

confined to individual bursts of sound and would not be continuous. The workshop will be 

ventilated as required for safe use and will utilize a dust collector room to reduce air born 

particulates created by wood and metalworking tools. 

 

Wood and metal working classes may be taught in the workshop area. These classes will mostly 

use hand tools with limited use of the portable contractor tools mentioned above. The classes 

would take place periodically between the hours of 10a.m. and 4p.m.; no night classes would 

be conducted. It is expected that a maximum of five people would be allowed per class.  

 

The proposed sign stating the business name, “Mind’s Eye Manufactory,” will be painted on the 

window of the front door (see attached). The Design Review Committee reviewed the sign at 

their November 10, 2011 meeting. 

 

APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:  The proposed project is subject to comply with Ferndale Zoning 

Ordinance 02-02 and is located in Community Commercial Design Control zone (C2D). The C2 

zone is intended to apply to areas where more complete commercial facilities are necessary for 

community convenience (§5.08). Stores and art galleries are principally permitted in the C2 

zone; uses permitted with a use permit include, but are not limited to the following: stores, 

agencies & services such as: carpentry and cabinetry & cabinetmaking shops, clothing 

manufacturers, contractors’ yards, dry cleaning & laundry plants, handicraft manufacture, 

lumber yards, metal-working shops, wholesale outlet stores, painters’ & decorators’ yards, 

plumbing shops, printing & lithographing (§5.08.2).   
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The Design Control Combining or -D Zone is intended to be combined with any principal zone in 

which the appearance and design of buildings and structures form a substantial contribution to 

the desirability of the zone for the uses permitted therein, and in which it is desired to protect 

the over-all Victorian appearance of the zone by regulating the design of proposed buildings 

and structures in the zone (§6.05). The proposed project proposes a new window sign on the 

front door, therefore it must comply with §7.23 Signs and Nameplates standards. Since the 

project site is located in the -D Zone, exterior signs must go through the Design Review 

Committee per §6.05.  

 

Use permits may be granted upon application to the Planning Commission for any use for which 

a use permit is permitted or required by these regulations, or for any use which, while not 

specifically enumerated in these regulations is, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, 

similar to and compatible with the uses permitted in the zone in which the subject property is 

situated (§10.01). 

 

ANALYSIS:  Conditional Use Permits are a method to provide flexibility to strict zoning 

regulations, which limit allowable uses, and typically may be granted if the proposed use is in 

the best interest of public convenience and necessity; and, will not be contrary to, or does not 

significantly impact the general peace, safety, comfort, health and welfare of the zone, 

neighborhood or community. Further, conditions may be imposed to reduce and/or mitigate 

any issues associated with the proposed use that may impair the integrity or character. 

 

Surrounding Land Use, General Plan and Zoning Designations: The subject site is located on 

Main Street near Brown Street and is surrounded by similar retail and commercial uses. The 

bottom floor of the existing building is vacant, with residences upstairs. The proposed project 

would use the bottom floor and would not significantly impact the residences upstairs. The 

properties surrounding the subject site are similarly zoned C2D. The proposed use is compatible 

with and similar to surrounding retail and commercial uses and will not create significant 

impacts to the surrounding businesses.  

 

Zoning Requirements:  Art galleries and other similar retail uses are principally permitted in the 

C2 zone; stores and activities such as, carpentry, handicraft manufacture and metal-working are 

permitted with a Use Permit in this zone. Therefore a Use Permit is required for the proposed 

project per Zoning Ordinance §5.08.2 and §10.01.  

 

A Use Permit for a similar business was approved by the Planning Commission in April 2010 for 

an art gallery and shop including use of a kiln, soldering, hammering, metal work, and ceramic 

work, at 580 Main Street; also located in the C2D zone.  
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Proposed Floor Plan - Mind’s Eye Manufactory (Front Area) 
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Proposed Floor Plan - Mind’s Eye Manufactory (Back Area) 
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Proposed Door Sign (not actual size) 
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Attachment A 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

Staff feels the Planning Commission can make the following findings to allow for Use Permit 

approval:  

 

1. The Use Permit for the project is a discretionary action of the City, and subject to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The proposed facility qualifies for a CEQA 
Class 1, Section 15301, Categorical Exemption from preparation of environmental 
documents. This exemption allows for the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, 
leasing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical 
equipment, or topographical features involving, negligible or no expansion of use beyond 
that existing at the time of the lead agency’s determination.  
 

2. The proposed project as outlined and conditioned conforms to and is consistent with the 
Ferndale General Plan and conforms to the Ferndale Zoning Ordinance and the 
requirements associated with the Community Commercial Design Control (C2D) zone.  

 

3. The existing project, as outlined and with conditions:  
- Is similar and compatible to other uses allowed in similar zones. 
- Maintains the integrity and character of the zone. 
- Is not detrimental to the public health, safety, or welfare. 
- Does not significantly impact the general peace, safety, comfort, health and welfare of 

the zone. 
- Is compatible with and does not detract from the character and aesthetics of the 

adjacent zones. 
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Attachment B 

CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

 

Staff recommends Use Permit approval shall be subject to the following conditions: 

 

16. The applicant shall be responsible to pay all applicable fees, deposits or charges 
associated with processing and finalizing the Use Permit and/or otherwise owed to the 
City of Ferndale. All applicable or other required fees shall be paid to the satisfaction of 
the City of Ferndale before the Permit and uses allowed are considered final and 
approved. 
 

17. All proposed site use shall be in conformance with the approved permit application and 
with the information and analysis contained in the associated staff report and 
conditions of approval on file with the City. Should the proposed site use deviate from 
that as allowed by this approval, then the applicant may be required to first receive 
planning commission approval for such changes.  

 

18. Should the applicant or any other future owner of the proposed use and equipment 
approved under this permit, or the owner of the subject property, not conform to the 
requirements of these conditions, then said non-conformance shall constitute a 
violation of this use permit and shall become null and void until either all the issues have 
been addressed to the satisfaction of the City, or the permit is revoked. 
 

19. The applicant shall meet all applicable noise level standards.  
 

20. All proposed and/or future development, improvements, and construction authorized 
hereunder shall be in conformance with all applicable City ordinances, regulations and 
codes, including but not limited to Zoning Ordinance 02-02, the Uniform Building Code, 
any Fire Codes and/or Public Health & Safety Code, applicable to the nature and type of 
proposed use and/or construction. A City building permit is required for any 
construction associated with the proposed project with the burden on the applicant to 
comply. 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF FERNDALE 

Resolution Number PC 2011-43 

 

MAKING THE REQUIRED FINDINGS FOR CONDITIONALLY APPROVING A  
USE PERMIT TO ALLOW FOR A WOOD AND METAL WORKSHOP AND A SHOWROOM IN AN 

EXISTING BUIDLING ON ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBER: 031-083-017 
 

WHEREAS, Leah Daniels submitted an application and evidence in support of approving a Use 
Permit for a wood and metal workshop for handicraft manufacturing and a showroom in an 
existing building at 393 Main Street; and 
 

WHEREAS, the project is exempt from California Environmental Quality Act per Section 15301 of 
Article 19 “Categorical Exemptions;” and  
 

WHEREAS, the City has reviewed the submitted application and evidence for conformance with 
General Plan policy, goals and regulations and applicable Zoning Ordinance as required to allow 
for the Use Permit; and 
 

WHEREAS, the staff report includes evidence in support of making all of the required findings for 
approving the Use Permit.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of Ferndale 
approves the Use Permit for a wood and metal workshop for handicraft manufacturing and a 
showroom in an existing building at 393 Main Street, subject to the conditions contained in 
Attachment B. 
 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Ferndale this 16th day of 
November, 2011 by the following vote: 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER _________ and seconded by COMMISSIONER 
___________. 
 

AYES:    

NOES:    

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:           
      Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch, Chairman 

Attest: 

      
Brianna Smith, Deputy City Clerk 
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Section 6: BUSINESS 

 

Meeting Date: November 16, 2011 Agenda Item No: 6.1 

Agenda Item Title: Proposed Expectation Statement & Proposed Action Plan 

Presented by: Vanessa Blodgett 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  

 

Approve the Proposed Expectation Statement and the Proposed Action Plan. 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  

 

During the last few Sign Committee meetings members have come up with a statement as to 

what they believe their Expectations as a Committee are as well as generating an Action Plan 

that consists of a series of steps to produce an up to date enforceable Sign Ordinance. 



November 16, 2011 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING P a g e  | 14 

 
 
Proposed Expectation Statement: 

 

As a committee, we see our assigned task as a choice between writing a new or modifying is to review 

the existing sign ordinance for possible changes for the Planning Commission.  The resulting ordinance 

should be user friendly and simple to use.  We should open dialogs for public input during the process 

and seek assistance from other organizations as required. 

 

The time that it will take to complete this task is currently uncertain.  It all depends on our evaluation of 

the problems with the existing ordinance and what we see as the desired corrective action.  It could take 

us 6 months to a year of meeting once a month depending on the final scope of our work.  We reserve 

the option of having meetings more frequently as needed to finish in a timely manner. 

 

Proposed Action Plan: 

 

The sign committee action plan will consist of a series of steps designed to produce an up-to-date 

enforceable sign ordinance.  The result will be a final draft ordinance to be delivered to the planning 

commission for their consideration.  The steps are as follows; 

 

 1. Evaluate Existing Ordinance – Review complaint letters, existing problems, perceived 

problems from the community, outstanding enforcement issues and technical issues with the ordinance. 

Modify the action plan if required.  (1 Meeting) 

 

 2. Produce Background, Purpose & Scope Statements – Review other ordinances and adopt a 

modified version of the most appropriate one to Ferndale. (1 - 2 Meeting) 

 

 3. Review, Add and Revise Definitions – Review list of proposed definitions for possible inclusion 

in the Ferndale sign ordinance. (1 - 2 Meeting) 

 

 4. General Sign Regulation – Ensure that the general sign regulations, requirements and 

restrictions accomplish the intent of the ordinance and that known error and oversights are corrected. 

(1 - 2 Meeting) 

 

 5. Other Sign Regulations – Separate all the requirements for all forms of temporary or 

permanent, public, situational, identification and suspended signs into their own section for clarity. (1 - 

2 Meeting) 

 

 6. Use Permits – Review application process, criteria for issuing a permit and special permits for 

clarity and functionality. (1 - 2 Meeting) 

 

 7. Administration – Add a new section for administration, appeal and enforcement of the sign 

ordinance. (1 - 2 Meeting) 
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 8. Legal Review – Send initial draft out for legal review and incorporate required changes. (2 

Weeks – 1 Month) 

 

 8 9. Final Review – Provide a draft copy of the committee’s work to the Chamber of Commerce 

members community, building owners, and business owners for review and input. ( 2 Months) 

 

 9 10. Submit Final Draft Sign Ordinance to Planning Commission – Incorporate all approved 

comments from the Chamber of Commerce community, building owners, and business owners and 

forward to final draft of the Sign Ordinance to the Planning Commission. (1 Meeting) 

 

Some of the above steps may overlap each other as they are approved or modified, so the time required 

to complete may be shorter than noted for the entirety. 
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Section 7: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Section 8: REPORTS 

CITY PLANNER: 

Meetings & Planning   

¶ Coordinated with City Manager and administrative assistant on planning and development 
projects.  

¶ Discussed Navy Housing duplex unit conformity with City Manager and City Engineer.  

¶ Responded to questions about the City’s home occupation permit process and requirements.     

¶ Completed Office of Planning and Research Annual Planning Survey.  

¶ Prepared staff report for proposed General Plan/ Zoning Amendments (GP/ZA) for R2 density 
change for Housing Element compliance and Ferndale Housing (H) Combing Zone overlay for 
existing duplex units on the Navy Housing site.  

¶ Responded to question about the City standards related to principally permitted uses in the C2 
zone and when a Use Permit is required.  

¶ Participated in 9/22 Design Review Committee meeting by phone. 

¶ Attended 9/28 and 10/19 Planning Commission meetings. 
 

Projects 
¶ General Plan Update - Historical & Cultural Resources Element (HCRE) - Incorporated final 

comments based on Planning Commission 9/28 review and began to finalize draft for City 
Council review.   

¶ General Plan Update - Housing Element Update - Continued to prepare additional discussions of 
existing mixed uses along Main Street, recent second unit development and rental costs, and a 
specific Program for the Navy Housing site.  

¶ California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance- Continued preparation of CEQA Initial 
Study and draft Negative Declaration for HCRE, Housing Element Update, and proposed GP/ ZA 
for R2 density change and H- Combining Zone.  

 

DEPUTY CITY CLERK: 

MEETINGS: 

¶ Planning Commission Meeting-9/28/2011 

¶ Planning Commission Meeting- 10/19/2011 

¶ Meet with City Manager and Office Manager on Use Permits. 

 

 

PROJECTS: 

¶ Assembled Planning Commission Packets.-9/28 & 10/19 

¶ Uploaded Planning Packets to web. 

¶ Set-up for Planning Commission Meetings-9/28 & 10/19. 
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¶ Typed Minutes for Planning Commission Meetings. 

¶ Coordinated with City Engineer on the Christiansen LLA 

¶ Coordinated with City Planner on Home Occupational Permits/Use Permits 

 

 

Building and Encroachment Permits Issued 

719 Main Re-roof house and garage 

526 Washington Replace Siding on Gable 

305 Milky Way Service Upgrade/Relocation 

1226 Main New Porch 
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Section 9: DESIGN REVIEW 
 

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Regular Design Review Minutes for the 10/27/11 8:30am meeting 

 

Vice Chairman Dane Cowan opened the meeting at 8:36. Committee members Lino Mogni, Michael 

Sweeney and Michael Bailey were present along with staff Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith. Dan Brown 

was absent. 

 

No public comment. 

 

October 1, 2011 Minutes: MOTION: Approve minutes as noted for change. (Sweeney/Bailey). All in 

favor. 

 

417 Shaw:   MOTION: Approve roofing application as submitted. (Bailey/Mogni). All in favor. 

 

Public Education: Discussed the ways that the Historic Handbook will be distributed.  

 

Sign Committee update: Michael Bailey gave an update on the Sign Committee. 

 

Committee Comments:  It was brought up that when a vote is 3 ayes and 1 nay do we have to put who 

voted each way? Staff will look into this. 

 

 

The next regular meeting will be on November 24, 2011. The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 am.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk 
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Section 10: Sign Committee  

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Sign Ordinance Committee Minutes for the 11/16/11 2:30pm meeting 

 

Michael Bailey  opened the meeting at 2:36 pm. Committee Members Michael Sweeney, Karen 

Pingitore, Phil Ostler, and Trevor Harper were present along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish and 

Deputy City Clerk Brianna Smith. No public comment. 

 

October 13, 2011 Minutes: MOTION: Approve minutes from October 13, 2011 with grammar  

corrections. (Sweeney/Pingitore). All in favor. 

 

Meeting time:  MOTION: Approve 2:30 to be new meeting time. (Pingitore/Sweeney). All in favor. 

 

Expectations:  MOTION: Approve Expectations with the following changes: 

As a committee, we see our assigned task as a choice between writing a new or modifying is to review 

the exisiting sign ordinance for possible changes for the Planning Commission and send to the Planning 

Commission for approval. (Sweeney Harper). All in favor. 

 

Action Plan:  MOTION: Approve Action Plan with following changes:  

8. Legal Review-Send initial draft out for legal review and incorporate required changes.(2 weeks-1 

month) 

8  9. Final Review-Provide a draft copy of the committee’s work to the Chamber of Commerce members, 

community, building owners, and buisness owners for review and input. (2 months) 

9 10. Submit Final Draft of Sign Ordinance to the Planning Commission-Incorporate all approved 

comments from the Chamber of Commerce  community, building owners, and business owners and 

forward to final draft of the Sign Ordinance to the Planning Commission(1 meeting) 

(Sweeney/Pingitore). All in favor. 

 

Exisiting Ordinance Evalutation: Discussed were a number of problems with the exisiting Sign Ordinance 

including missing sign definitions, the coverage of “Sandwich Boards” is inadequate. Many businesses 

have them and a few use them, but there is no governing regulation as to their size, they have never 

been approved, not defined, no rules preventing the impediment of pedestrian, or vehicle traffic, nor 

how many can be used. Also discussed was the genuine desire to change the rules for computing the 

size of business signs to include the total square footage of the front of the building in some way. Small 

signs tend to get lost on the front of a large building and several business owners feel that our current is 

20 sq. ft. limit is to small. In addition our sign regulations and issues being scattered all over our 

ordinance system and they need to be consolidated into one section which would make it easier to use. 
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The next regular meeting will be November 3, 2011 at 3:30pm. The meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Deputy City Clerk 
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Section 11: Adjourn 


