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AGENDA 
CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: September 28, 2011 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 9/21/11  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224  24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes – August 24, 2011.................................... Page  2  
4.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page  4  
5.0 Public Hearing .......................................................................................... None 
6.0 Business 

6.1 Historical and Cultural Resource Element comments ................. Page  5 
6.2 Change ZO Design Review Committee on majority vs 3 votes .... Page  35 
6.3 Distribution of Historic Handbook ............................................... Page  37 
6.4 Sign Committee Report to PC instead of DR ................................ Page  40 

7.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page  40   
8.0 City Clerk’s and City Planner’s Staff Reports  ........................................... Page  41 
9.0 Design Review Minutes  ........................................................................... Page 44 
10.0 Sign Committee Minutes  ........................................................................  Page 46 
11.0 Adjournment – Next regular meeting October 19, 2011  ....................... Page  47 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of August 24, 2011 

 

Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 

7:10p.m.  Commissioners Trevor Harper and Dan Brown as well as staff City Clerk Nancy Kaytis-Slocum 

and Planner Vanessa Blodgett were present. Lino Mogni was absent. Those in attendance pledged 

allegiance to the flag.  MOTION: (Harper/Brown): The June 15, 2011 minutes were unanimously 

approved. Proposed change: move item 5.2 before item 5.1. 

 

The Chair opened the Public Hearing for the Christiansen Lot Line Adjustment, 132 Ocean Avenue: City 

Planner Vanessa Blodgett, as a representative of the City Engineer, gave an overview of the Lot Line 

Adjustment. The City Engineer intends to approve the lot line adjustment as proposed, subject to the 

conditions of approval included in the staff report dated 8/24/11. Commissioner Trevor Harper asked if 

under Findings of Fact, the third bullet under Item 4 should be changed since it does not seem 

applicable to this Agriculture-Exclusive project. It now reads “Is compatible with the maintenance of a 

healthful residential living environment and the predominantly residential character of the area.” The 

Planner agreed to adjust that item on future findings. Comments from the public: Nancy Trujillo, 277 

Ocean Ave, inquired if the land is being made available for purchase by ShellWind or the City in order to 

widen the Wildcat Road. Mr. Uffe Christiansen said that he had no intention to sell it to ShellWind; that 

he hasn’t been contacted by nor has he contacted ShellWind. The Public Hearing was closed. 

 

The Chair opened the Public Hearing for the Historical and Cultural Resources Element. City Planner 

Vanessa Blodgett commented that the DRAFT Element is on the city’s website and has been linked to 

other local websites. The City Manager and City Planner met with the Bear River Rancheria group 

regarding the Element; there were no formal comments. The Planner said that there would be some 

comments from the Design Review Committee. There were no comments from the public. 

 

Navy Housing Acquisition – General Plan Consistency Determination The City Planner summarized the 

project and explained that the Planning Commission would need to determine that the acquisition is 

consistent with the General Plan. The Planner had determined that there are no restrictions in the 

General Plan. Members from the public to speak included Dick Hooley who was concerned with the 

property’s non-compliance with the Zoning Ordinance. Planner Blodgett explained that what is before 

the Planning Commission is whether the acquisition is compliant with the General Plan, and it is. Nancy 

Trujillo also spoke regarding who is responsible for lot splits and sewer hookups as well as loan value to 

ratio. Commissioner Trevor Harper relayed that if there are entities interested in the property, why 

haven’t they been named? The Planner explained that that issue would be brought before the city 

council. MOTION: (Brown/Harper) Approve Resolution Number PC 2011-34, Navy Housing Acquisition 

General Plan Consistency Determination. All in favor. 
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Navy Housing Disposition – General Plan Consistency Determination: The City Planner summarized the 

Resolution. Nancy Trujillo wondered if the property were to be managed by a third party, not necessarily 

transferred to a third party. Dick Hooley said that in order for the city to accept the property or transfer the 

property, the Planning Commission has to determine that it is consistent with the General Plan. The 

following changes were suggested by the Planning Commission on Resolution Number PC 2011-35: Second” 

WHEREAS, the City of Ferndale expects to obtain title to the Property on or before September 30, 2011 and 

thereafter possibly transfer it to another entity for affordable housing opportunities consistent with the 

federal appropriation condition …”. On the fourth WHEREAS “the City’s possible disposition of the Property 

…” MOTION: (Von Frausing-Borch/Brown) Approve Resolution Number PC 2011-35 Disposition of Housing 

Property Acquired from US Navy Genereal Plan Consistency Determination as amended. All in favor. 

 

Planning Commission Applicants: MOTION (Von Frausing-Borch/Harper) Wait 90 days per City Ordiance and 

re-advertise for the Planning Commission Vacancy. All in favor. 

 

Approval of Sign Ordinance Committee Members: Nancy Trujillo pointed out that with the makeup of the 

committee if the committee reports to the Design Review Committee, who then reports to the Planning 

Commission, two members of the Planning Commission would have already determined their vote on the 

sign ordinance before it comes to the Planning Commission. Staff was asked to place on the next agenda: 

Have the Sign Committee report directly to the Planning Commission. The commission then discussed 

appointing Diane and Phillip Ostler to the committee. Although our city attorney advised there was nothing 

legally wrong with a husband and wife on the same committee, the Planning Commission disagreed. 

MOTION: (Von Frausing-Borch/Brown) Approve the appointment of Phillip Ostler to the Sign Committee. 

All in favor. 

 

Beginning Sign Ordinance Committee meetings without a full complement of business owner members. 

MOTION: (Harper/Brown) Approve beginning sign ordinance committee meetings with the current 

membership. On a future agenda, discuss changing the makeup of the committee to include members of 

the public. 

 

Correspondence: Commissioner Harper wanted the City Council to go to the government agency for 

which HCD works and get an elected official to get on board regarding the regional housing needs to 

include the Navy Housing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. The next regular meeting will be September 21, 2011 

 

Respectfully submitted:  

 

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 
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Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 

 

Section 5: PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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Section 6: BUSINESS 

Meeting Date: September 28, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.1 

Agenda Item Title: Draft Historical & Cultural Resources Element Comments Review 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

  

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the Draft Historical & Cultural Resources Element with Design Review Committee 

member comments and recommend which comments to incorporate into the Element.  

 

DISCUSSION: 

The Draft Historical and Cultural Resources Element comment period closed on September 1, 

2011. The City received one set of comments from Design Review Committee (DRC) members. 

The attached document shows the DRC comments in underline/ strikeout format.  Many of the 

comments are writing style and format changes. Some of the substantive comments are 

included below and will be discussed at the meeting. The DRC comments are appreciated and 

most seem acceptable, however the comments below require additional consideration. The 

Planning Commission should review the comments and make a recommendation as to if each 

comment should be incorporated into the Element or not.   

Pg 1-3 

Historical resources include individual structures, the National Register District along Main 

Street, the design control zone defined in the zoning ordinance, and the architectural themes 

found throughout the City.   
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Response: The design control zone is not a historic resource; there are historic resources 

within the D-zone, but the zone itself is not a historic resource.  No change 

recommended.  

Pg 2-1 

Prior to European-American settlement, the north coast of California was largely 

occupiedsparsely populated by Native Americans cultures. 

Response: The comment changes meaning of the sentence; recommend change to 

“populated.” 

Pg  3-1 

 DETERMINED BY THE COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT TO BE HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT OR 
SIGNIFICANT IN THE ARCHITECTURAL, ENGINEERING, SCIENTIFIC, ECONOMIC, 
AGRICULTURE, EDUCATIONAL, SOCIAL, POLITICAL, MILITARY, OR CULTURAL ANNALS OF 
CALIFORNIA.  

Response: The County would not make this determination within City limits. Recommend 

change to “City of Ferndale.” 

Pg 3-1 

DRC Comment: include a photograph representative of each architectural style with the 

descriptions. 

Response:  This would require additional work beyond the scope of the current agreement. 

If the Commission feels this is important, action should be taken to recommend 

a scope and budget amendment to Council in order for staff to complete this 

work.    

Pg 3-7 

DRC Comment: This table would be more informative if it was organized by architectural style 

(i.e. Queen Anne, Italianate, Craftsman, Mission, etc.) At least there should be a column to 

designate the style.   

Response: This would require additional work beyond the scope of the current agreement. 

If the Commission feels this is important, action should be taken to recommend 

a scope and budget amendment to Council in order for staff to complete this 

work.  

Pg 3-8 

Formatted: Font: +Body (Calibri), Not Bold,
Not All caps
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Design Review is required for external alterations to structures located in the City’s Design 

Control Zone (Figure 2).  Design Review is required for: 

 Change in color 
 Additions or alterations 
 Application of new materials 
 Exterior lighting 
 Demolition 
 Signage and awnings 

Design Review is not required for: 

 Paint and repair which does not change the historical integrity and external appearance 
of the structure or which restores the structure to the original condition. 

 Emergency repair.  
 Structures not within the D-zone. 

Response:  The above text is too much detail for the General Plan Element. This information 

is already in the Zoning Ordinance and if it is included here any change to the 

above standards would require a General Plan Amendment. No change 

recommended.  

Pg 4-1 

Preserve Ferndale’s distinctive and valued historic district, structures, and sites representing 

various periods of the City’s 100+ year history the City’s period of significance - 1872-1936, 

within City limits. 

Response: Changes meaning of the goal; limits the timeframe. No change recommended.  

Pg 5-1 

DRC Comment: These references were not footnoted in the document or referred to in a 

meaningful way.  They should be numbered and referred to in the document if you are going to 

have them back here. 

Response:  References were cited within the document as applicable. No change 

recommended.  

 

Note: Also see other text additions/ revisions throughout the Element and the new policies in 

Ch 4.  
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Consultation with Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

(THPO) was conducted about the General Plan Update. The THPO had no comments at this time 

and there are no known Tribal resources within City Limits. The City will keep the Tribe 

informed about the General Plan Update progress and send them notices for public hearings.  

 

NEXT STEPS: 

The Planning Commission should direct staff as to which comments should be incorporated into 

the Element. An Initial Study is being prepared for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

compliance in combination with the Housing Element Update. The Initial Study and Draft 

Element will be circulated for 30 days. Once CEQA review is complete and Planning Commission 

has recommended the Element with any revisions; it will be forwarded to City Council who will 

conduct their own public hearings and review prior to adopting the Element.  
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Meeting Date: September 22, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.2 

Agenda Item Title: Change ZO Design Review Committee on majority vs 3 votes 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve sending an ordinance change to the City Council for approval. 

DISCUSSION: 

A recent vote by the Design Review Committee revealed that our Zoning Ordinance requires a 

super majority vote to pass a design review application. Even the Planning Commission does 

not require a super majority vote on most applications. Section 6.05.4d could be changed to 

reflect the following: 

 

6.05.4 Design Review Use Permits for structural or building alterations, remodeling or 
improvements so as to change the outward appearance of the structure or building, 
including changes in exterior paint color, shall be subject to the following 
procedures: 
a. The Planning Commission shall appoint two of its members as Design Review 

Committee Members. 
b. The Planning Commission shall interview and recommend to the City Council 

appointment of three members from the 95536 zip code, preferably with 
design background in planning, architecture, landscape architecture, historical 
restoration, or other similar experience related to the design of physical 
improvements and buildings in the following manner: 
i. The City Clerk shall advertise the vacancy(ies) (via notice in 

newspaper, public posting) and notify Ferndale residents to contact 
the City Clerk for an application, which can be picked up at City Hall or 
mailed to the applicant.  

ii. Applications must be received by the City Clerk by ten (10) calendar 
days from the date of posting of the vacancy. Applications must be 
forwarded to the members of the Planning Commission by the next 
regular or special meeting. The Planning Commission will interview 
applicants and make appointments at their next regular or special 
meeting. 
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iii. A priority ranking of the Commission’s recommendations as well as 
reasons supporting the ranking will be forwarded to the City Council 
for their next regular or special meeting. 

iv. The first person(s) that receives a majority will be selected to fill the 
vacancy. If a majority is not obtained, or if there are no applicants, the 
vacancy will be re-advertised and the clock resets. 

c. The Design Review Committee is a sub-committee of, and reports to the 
Planning Commission. 

d. Design Review Use Permit applications shall be forwarded to and reviewed by 
the Design Review Committee Members.  No discussion between committee 
members shall take place, unless in a duly noticed meeting of the Committee.  
i. If 3 a majority of the members present approve, the City Clerk shall 

issue a Design Review Permit. 
ii. If 3 a majority of the members present deny, the applicant can change 

the design, or can ask that the application go to the Planning 
Commission at a fee as set by the Fees and Fines Schedule.  
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Meeting Date: September 22, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.3 

Agenda Item Title: Design Review- Distribution of Historic Handbook 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the design and content of the Historic Handbook. Approve methods of distribution. 

DISCUSSION: 

Attached is a reduced sized copy of the Historic Handbook. The actual size will be 11” x 17” 

The Design Review Committee has suggested the following methods of distributing the Historic 

Handbook: 

 Direct mailing to business and property owners 

 With new business licenses 

 Building Permits 

 Distribution areas: 

o City Hall 

o Chamber of Commerce 

o Committees and Boards 

o Museum 

o Posted on City Website 

o Mailed to residents in Design Review Zone 
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Design Review  Permits and Design Review 
According to zoning code section 6.05.2, before any structure or building may be erected, 
structurally altered, or in any way remodeled or improved (within the D-zone) so as to change the 
outward appearance of the structure or building, a Design Review Use Permit shall be obtained.   
 
Design Review is required for: 

 Change in color   Exterior Lighting 
 Additions or alterations  Demolition 
 Application of new materials  Signage & Awnings 

 
Design Review is not required for: 

 Paint and repair which does not change the historical integrity and external appearance of 
the structure or which restores the structure to the original condition.  

 Emergency repair  
 Structures not within Design Control Qualified (-D) Zone  

 
Historic District Design Review Permit applications are available at Ferndale City Hall, or on the 
City’s website at: http://ci.ferdale.ca.us. . If you are not sure whether you need a Design Review Use 
Permit call the City at (707) 786-4224 or email at:  cityclerk@ci.ferndale,ca.us .  Sign regulations are 
contained in Ordinance 02-02 (Zoning) Paragraphs 3.66 & 7.23 posted on at: 
http://ci.ca.us/laws/law-02-02.pdf . 
 
Completed Design Review Use Permit applications are forwarded to and reviewed by the Design 
Review Committee, which is a sub-committee of, and reports to, the Planning Commission.   
Procedures for design review are explained at:  http://ci.ferndale.ca.us/permits.html 
If the Design Review Use Permit is approved by the Design Review Committee, the City Clerk 
issues a Design Review Permit.   
 
If the Design Review Use Permit is denied, the applicant can change the design, or can appeal to 
the Planning Commission.  
 
Upon denial of any proposal, the applicant has the option of appealing the decision to the City 
Council. 
 

 CITY OF FERNDALE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT: 

A Handbook for Building & Business Owners 
The purpose of this handbook is to assist building & business owners in complying with the 
rules and regulations governing modifications to historic buildings within the City of 
Ferndale’s Historic District and the Design Control Combining Zone.  To see which buildings 
are under design control see the enclosed zoning map. 
 
State Historic Landmark  
City of Ferndale was designated as a State Historic Landmark (No. 883) in 1975 by the California 
State Parks, Office of Historic Preservation.  

 [A] Pioneer agricultural community, settled in 1852, helped feed the booming population of 
mid-century San Francisco.  Long known as “Cream City,” Ferndale made innovative and 
lasting contributions to the dairy industry.  Local creameries and the town’s role as a 
transportation and shipping center in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, fostered prosperity 
that produced Ferndale’s outstanding Victorian Gothic residences and false-front commercial 
architecture. 

 
Main Street Historic District 
City of Ferndale’s Main Street was designated as a Historic District in 1994 by the National 
Park Service and placed on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Buildings within the City’s “Main Street” Historic District represent two distinct architectural 
periods: 1) the late Victorian era of 19th century (1880-1900) and the Early Modernistic period 
in the 20th century (1920 – 1936).  Other styles include Italianate, Queen Anne, Neo-Classic, 
Bungalow, and Mission. 

 
Benefits of Historic Preservation 

 Listing on the National Register of Historic Places provides recognition and assists in 
preserving our nation’s heritage.   

 Consideration of potential impacts of federally- assisted projects per Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1996 

 Eligible for federal tax benefits if individual buildings are listed on National Register or 
determined to be a contributing structures within a National Register Historic District. 

 Forms a strong foundation for a tourism economy. 
 

CONTINUED ON BACK 
 
 

  

http://ci.ferdale.ca.us/
mailto:cityclerk@ci.ferndale,ca.us
http://ci.ca.us/laws/law-02-02.pdf
http://ci.ferndale.ca.us/permits.html
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Meeting Date: September 22, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.4 

Agenda Item Title: Sign Committee Report to Planning Commission instead 
of Design Review 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve having the Sign Committee Report to Planning Commission instead of Design Review. 

DISCUSSION: 

During a recent Planning Commission Meeting it was pointed out that if the Sign Committee 

reports to the Design Review Committee, the next stage would to bring their report to the 

Planning Commission; however, two members of the Planning Commission, also members of 

the Design Review Committee, would have already stated their opinion in public, creating a 

conflict of interest. By having the Sign Committee report directly to the Planning Commission, 

this conflict would be resolved. 

 

Section 7: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Section 8: REPORTS 

CITY PLANNER: 

Meetings & Planning  

 Coordinated with City Manager about increased staffing and permit processing.  

 Land Use permits processing review and training with City Clerk.  

 Printed Land Use/ Zoning Map (24”x30”) for County Assessor, per request.  

 Completed and submitted CA Department of Housing and Community Development Annual 
Housing Element Progress Report.     

 Prepared General Plan consistency determinations for Navy Housing acquisition and disposition; 
coordinated with City consultants.     

 Attended Planning Commission July 20 meeting (meeting cancelled due to lack of quorum). 

 Prepared figure showing Design Control Zone and Historic District for handout being developed 
by Design Review Committee.  

 Attended 8/4 and 8/11 Design Review Committee meetings. Participated in 8/18 meeting by 
phone.  

Projects 

 230 Francis St. - Coordinated with City Manager for project review. 

 132 Ocean Ave. - Prepared staff report and coordinated with City Engineer for 8/24 public 
hearing.  

 General Plan Update - Received letter from Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria requesting 
General Plan Update consultation; set-up meeting with Tribal Historic Preservation Officer and 
City Staff.    

 General Plan Update - Historical & Cultural Resources Element - Public review and hearing of 
Draft Element scheduled for 8/24 PC meeting. 

 General Plan Update - Housing Element Update - Discussed additional analysis and methodology 
required for Housing Element compliance with City’s new HCD representative.  

CITY CLERK ACTIVITY 

Meetings  

 Design Review Meeting – 8/4/11 

 City Council Meeting – 8/4/11 

 Planning Commission Meeting – 8/24/11 

 Meetings with City Manager regarding daily work schedule. 

Council Meeting Follow Up 

 Reviewed Council minutes for the July 7, 2011 meeting. 
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 Filed Originals and uploaded onto our web page the Minutes for the June 2, 2011 and June 20, 2011 
City Council Meetings. 

 Emailed Jim Stretch for copies of the Proposed Russ Park Work Plan 2011-12 and activity report for 
work in the park for 2010 through June, 2011, as mentioned in the July minutes. 

 Updated the Committee / Commission list to include two new members of the Russ Park 
Committee. 

 Filed Original Resolution 2011-27 A Resolution to the City Council of the City of Ferndale to Close 
Brown Street from Main Street to the North Valley Bank Parking Lot on July 15, 2011 for the NVB 
Anniversary Celebration and to close the Remainder of Brown Street from the NVB Parking Lot to 
Berding Street for use of the Ferndale Fire Department. 

 Filed Original Resolution 2011-28 for 11th Progress Pay Request for Management and Construction 
Related Costs for the Wastewater Treatment Plant with copies of invoices; copied Project Manager, 
filed copy in WWTP Payments file. 

 Prepared a Minute Orders for WWTP Change Order #6 and another to cover change orders #7 and 
#8. File with Change Orders and copy to Kent Hanford. 

 Filed Original Resolution 2011-29 Adoption of FY 11-12 Budget and Resolution 2011-30 Adoption of 
FY Fees and Fines Schedule. Made copies of the Fees & Fines Schedule for distribution to 
department heads. 

 Prepare Minute Order to approve the change order for Miksis project; copies filed appropriately. 

Planning Commission Follow Up 

 No quorum in July 

Design Review Committee Follow Up 

 Assembled and disbursed design review committee meeting packets for special and regular design 
review meetings. 

 Posted new items to the next regular agenda packet. 

 Reviewed previous minutes for items to be posted to Planning Agenda, notices to be posted, etc. 

Projects 

 Answer land use questions and building permit questions for phone and counter inquiries. 

 Training Assistant – writing out instructions for all duties 
o Building Permits  
o Daily and weekly duties  
o City Clerk duties 
o Land Use Permits – how to process. 
o Design Review Committee: follow-up to minutes for Design Review, including adding new 

items to the Planning Commission agenda, as well as the next Design Review agenda; 
writing letters to applicants whose projects were before the Committee 

o City Council meeting: put packet together and where to find information. 
o Instructions on creating a postcard and doing a mail merge 
o Instructions for Planning Commission meeting 
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 Working with City Planner, Vanessa Blodgett on Land Use Permit and Building Permit application 
processes. 

Building and Encroachment Permits Issued 

563 Ocean lateral inspection 
305 Lincoln Horse Barn 
820 Main Reroof 

1353 Main replace furnace 
689 Third St Sewer cleanout 
795 Berding remodel existing bathroom 

  



September 28, 2011 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING P a g e  | 44 

 
 

Section 9: DESIGN REVIEW 
 

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 8/25/11 8:30am meeting 

 

Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:32am. Committee Members Dane Cowan, Michael Bailey, Lino 

Mogni and Michael Sweeney along with staff Administrative Assistant Brianna Smith and City Planner 

Vanessa Blodgett by phone. Members of the public Joey Jachowski, and Niels Holgersen were present.   

 

Michael Sweeney remarked that he had not received the August 18 packet through email, and had not 

known of the meeting. 

 

MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Approve minutes from August 4, 2011. All in favor. 

MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Approve minutes from August 11, 2011. All in favor. 

MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Approve minutes from August 18, 2011. Four ayes with Michael Sweeney 

abstaining. 

 

1226 Main Street: Applicant to submit a revised sketch. MOTION:(Cowan/Bailey). Eliminate gable roof 

portion of project. Approve re roofing of main house and addition of shed roof. All in favor. 

 

Public Education:  Received a new map. Discussion involved if handbook should be 11x17 vs 8 ½ x 11. 

The map is much more readable in 11x17 also the text taken out to make information fit in 8 ½ x 11 can 

be  added back. Michael Sweeney will have a print out of the handbook in 11x17 at next regular meeting 

for committee members to look at. Also discussed was the September 1st deadline of the Draft Historical 

and Cultural Resources Element. Committee member Bailey brought up that there were some errors in 

the background of Ferndale. There was brief mention of the Danish and that the Portuguese were left 

out entirely. He believes this would be a mistake and that it could upset some of the Portuguese families 

in Ferndale. He would like to see more information about the Portuguese and Danish influence in the 

Draft Historical and Cultural Resources Element. Vanessa will look into.  

Sign Committee update, possible interview of volunteers from the business community:  Dan Brown 

gave an update. Sign Committee will report directly to the Planning Commission. It was voted at the 

Planning Commission meeting that Phillip Ostler would be approved to serve on the Sign Committee 

Dan explained that the Sign Committee could start meeting with four members.  

Sign Brochure:  Tabled until next regular meeting  

Distribution of Historic District Handbook: Tabled until next regular meeting. 

Committee Member Comments: Discussion involved the confusion of who puts together the agenda for 

the Design Review and the question of who to present an item to for the agenda.  Michael Sweeney had 

a question regarding the handbook and if it needed to be approved by the Planning Commission? 



September 28, 2011 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING P a g e  | 45 

 
 
Chairman Brown directed staff to put Chairman and Vice Chairman, meeting time and how to put an 

agenda together on agenda for next regular meeting.  

 

The next regular meeting will be September 22, 2011 at 8:30am. The meeting was adjourned at 9:24. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Administrative Assistant  

 

 
City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Special Design Review Minutes for the 9/1/11 8:30am meeting 

 

Chairman Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:30. Committee members Dane Cowan, Lino Mogni, 

Michael Sweeney and Michael Bailey were present along with staff Administrative Assistant Brianna 

Smith and member of the public Matt Beck. 

 

No public comment. 

 

719 Main Street: MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Approve roofing application to install composition shingles. 

 

Committee Comments: It was thought that the Historic District Handbook was supposed to be on 

agenda for this special meeting. Dan Brown suggested that committee members be clearer to as 

whether they want an item on the agenda for special meeting or a regular agenda. 11x17 handbook was 

passed around. Does it need to go to PC? Historic District Handbook will be on next special meeting 

agenda. Discussion also included the Historical and Cultural Resources Element comments; it was also 

thought that this was going to be on agenda. It was explained by staff that the comments were not 

received in time to be put on agenda for this special meeting. Staff was directed to put the Historical and 

Cultural Resources Element on the next special agenda.  

 

The next special meeting will be September 8, 2011. The meeting was adjourned at 9:03 am.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Administrative Assistant 
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City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 9/8/11 8:30am meeting 

NO QUORUM 
 
 
 

Section 10: Sign Committee 

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Sign Ordinance Committee Minutes for the 9/15/11 3:30pm meeting 

 

Michael Bailey  opened the meeting at 3:48pm. Committee Members Michael Sweeney, Phillip Ostler, 

and Trevor Harper were present along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish and Administrative Assistant 

Brianna Smith.  

 

No public comment. 

 

Chair and Vice Chair: MOTION: (Sweeney/Harper). Accept Michael Bailey for Chair. All in favor. MOTION: 

(Sweeney/Harper). Accept Phillip Ostler for Vice-Chair. All in favor. 

 

Meeting time and day: MOTION: (Harper/Ostler). Accept meeting time and day for the 2nd Thursday of 

the month at 3:30pm.  

 

Committee Protocol & Ethics: Staff handed out reference handbooks for committee members to go 

over. City Manager Jay Parrish gave a brief overview of the protocol and ethics as well as the conflict of 

interest. Committee member Ostler will need to get with staff to fill out the 700 form and take online 

course. 

 

Historical Materials: What is the purpose of the Sign Committee was discussed. It was explained that the 

existing Sign Ordinance is vague and that there is a lot of wordage not in the ordinance and that the 

committee was need to help establish a new structure and make it easier for the community to 

understand. Committee also discussed the handout that Committee member Michael Bailey put 

together.  

 

Conflict of Interest:  Phil to get with staff to fill out some paper work. 

 

Committee Comments:  Committee member Bailey has some correspondence to introduce at next 

regular meeting. Committee member Sweeney had a question as to what the goal from now to the next 

meeting would be? It was agreed that generating a general plan would be the goal to focus on. It was 
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decided that each member would come up with steps to wind up with an ordinance and at the next 

meeting the committee will review the inputs. 

 

The next regular meeting will be October 13, 2011 at 3:30pm. The meeting was adjourned at 4:40. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Brianna Smith 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

Section 11  

ADJOURNMENT 


