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REVISED AGENDA 

CITY OF FERNDALE – HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA – U.S.A. 
REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: August 24, 2011 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 8/21/11  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224  24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes – June 15, 2011; no quorum in July. ....... Page 2 
4.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page 3 
5.0 Public Hearing 

5.1 Historical and Cultural Resources Element .................................. Page 4 
5.2 Christiansen Lot Line Adjustment, 132 Ocean Avenue  ............... Page 6 

6.0 Business 
6.1 Navy Housing Acquisition – General Plan Consistency 

Determination .............................................................................. Page 12 
6.2 Planning Commission Applicants ................................................. Page 15 
6.3 Design Review Committee 

6.3.1 Approval of Sign Ordinance committee member(s) ........ Page 15 
6.3.2 Initiating Sign committee meetings with current 

membership  .................................................................... Page 16 
7.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page 17  
8.0 City Clerk’s and City Planner’s Staff Reports  ........................................... Page 25 
9.0 Design Review Minutes  ........................................................................... Page 26 
10.0 Adjournment – Next regular meeting September 21, 2011  ................... Page 30 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A  
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of June 15, 2011 

 
Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 
7:00p.m.  Commissioners Lino Mogni, Trevor Harper and Dan Brown as well as staff City Clerk Nancy 
Kaytis-Slocum and Planner Vanessa Blodgett were present. Nancy Trujillo was absent. Those in 
attendance pledged allegiance to the flag.  MOTION: (Brown/Harper): The May 18, 2011 minutes were 
unanimously approved. There was no public comment.  
 
Housing Element Update: Planner Vanessa Blodgett reported that the City Council had approved extra 
funding to complete the Housing and Community Development (HCD) requirements for the Housing 
Element. They include a checklist to be completed by the city in order to include some of the Navy 
Housing stock as low income housing; small sites analysis. 
 
Historical and Cultural Resources Element DRAFT: Planner Vanessa Blodgett reported that the DRAFT 
Historical and Cultural Resources Element had been included in this packet, and that it would soon be 
posted online in order to collect public comment. At the same time, a request for Tribal consultation has 
been sent to three of the local Tribes. They have 90 days in which to comment. We will have a public 
hearing during the July Planning Commission meeting. The Commission suggested that copies of the 
DRAFT Historical and Cultural Resources Element go to the City Council. 
 
Signs: Design Review Committee member Michael Bailey distributed his notes on the Chamber of 
Commerce meeting regarding signs. He felt the meeting had a positive outcome. The commission 
decided to ask the Design Review Committee to facilitate the Sign group. The makeup of the meeting 
was discussed at length with the decision to have Trevor Harper represent the Planning Commission 
(MOTION: (von Frausing-Borch/Brown) Nominate Trevor Harper as the PC representative on the Sign 
Ordinance committee. All in Favor), have the Design Review Committee appoint two members, and 
direct staff to advertise for three members of the business community. Commissioner Dan Brown asked 
to be on the record regarding information posted in the Planning Commission Packet beginning on page 
74. He pointed out that one of the articles was written by a litigation director of a San Diego law firm, 
and that there was no information following page 74 from cities with historic districts. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. The next regular meeting will be July 20, 2011 
 
Respectfully submitted:  
 
 
Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 
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Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 

 

Section 5: PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 
 Open Public Hearing 

o Staff reviews Project to the Commission and Public 
o Ask for public comment 

 Close Public Hearing 
o Ask for Commission Comment 
o Ask questions of applicant  
o Ask questions of Staff 

 Receive and File OR Approve or not by MOTION 
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Meeting Date: August 24, 2011 Agenda Item Number 5.1 

Agenda Item Title: DRAFT Historical and Cultural Resources Element 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item:  Action x Discussion  Information 

Action Required: x No Action  Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     

Receive public comments. 

DISCUSSION: 

Draft Historical & Cultural Resources Element Overview 

The Historical and Cultural Resources Element of the City General Plan sets goals, policies and 
implementation strategies for the City’s role in planning for the unique historical aspects of 
Ferndale and its regional cultural setting in the Eel River Valley.  This Element is part of the City 
General Plan because preserving community character, history, and architectural features is 
important to Ferndale.  Many of Ferndale’s most defining features are its buildings and public 
spaces.  Historical resources include individual structures, the National Register District along 
Main Street, and the architectural themes found throughout the City.     

Ferndale’s historical and cultural resources are prominently featured in this Element.  The 
Element’s purpose is to preserve and enhance these resources for heritage tourism, economic 
development and a continued source of community identity and pride.  Also, the Element 
strives to guide new development to be compatible with existing historical resources and 
encourages both public and private stewardship.   
 
The Element contains the following chapters: 

Ch. 1 Introduction - This section discusses the Element purpose, the link between economic 
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Section 6: BUSINESS 

Meeting Date: August 24, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.1 

Agenda Item Title: Navy Housing General Plan Consistency 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve Resolution No.’s 2011-34 PC and 2011-35 PC Navy Housing Acquisition and Disposition 

General Plan Consistency Determinations.  

DISCUSSION: 

General Plan consistency determinations must be made before the City can accept the real 

property interest and proceed with disposition of the Navy Housing site and improvements. The 

City’s acquisition of the property, its use for affordable housing, and disposition of the site and 

improvements with deed restrictions regarding site use, is consistent with the City’s General 

Plan. 

 

The property has a residential General Plan land use designation that allows residential use of 

the units for market rate and/or affordable housing; both owner and renter occupied. The 11.7 

acre property contains 52 housing units with an average site density of 4.5 dwelling units per 

acre (du/acre). The existing land use designation is single family residential (R1) with an 

allowable density range of 0-7 du/acre. The residential General Plan designation for the site 

would need to be revised to include both single family and duplex uses.  

 

Therefore, since the disposition will contain deed restrictions ensuring use of the site for low 

and moderate income housing, and it will be disclosed to the recipient of the site that the 

duplexes must be re-designated prior to rehabilitation/ occupancy, the City acquisition and 

disposition of the site to another entity is consistent with the Ferndale General Plan.  
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF FERNDALE 

Resolution Number PC 2011-34 

 

NAVY HOUSING ACQUISITION 

GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 

 

WHEREAS, the United States government appropriated the funds to purchase the 11.7 acre 

Centerville Navy Housing Facility, including real property and housing improvements located east 

of 5
th

 Street along Fairview Drive and Trident Lane in Ferndale, CA (the “Property”), from the U.S. 

Navy for conveyance to the City of Ferndale; and 
 

WHEREAS, said federal appropriation was conditioned on the requirement that the Property be 

used to provide low and moderate income housing opportunities, which is consistent with the 

residential General Plan designation for the subject property; and  
 

WHEREAS, City acquisition of the Property for continued residential use is consistent with the 

Ferndale General Plan.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of 

Ferndale finds that acquisition of the real property and housing improvements located east of 5
th

 

Street along Fairview Drive and Trident Lane in Ferndale, CA from the U.S. Navy is consistent 

with the City’s General Plan. 
 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Ferndale this 24
th

 

day of August, 2011 by the following vote: 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER _________ and seconded by COMMISSIONER 

___________. 
 

AYES:    

NOES:    

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:           

       Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch, Chairman 

Attest: 

      

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 
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RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF FERNDALE 

Resolution Number PC 2011-35 

 

DISPOSITION OF HOUSING PROPERTY ACQUIRED FROM U.S. NAVY  

GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY DETERMINATION 

 

WHEREAS, the United States government appropriated the funds to purchase the 11.7 acre 

Centerville Navy Housing Facility located east of 5
th

 Street along Fairview Drive and Trident Lane 

in Ferndale, CA (the “Property”) from the U.S. Navy for conveyance to the City of Ferndale 

conditioned on the requirement that the Property be used to provide low and moderate income 

housing opportunities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Ferndale expects to obtain title to the Property on or before September 30, 

2011 and thereafter transfer it to another entity for affordable housing opportunities consistent with 

the federal appropriation condition, which will be enforced through restrictions placed on title at the 

time of the City’s conveyance; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Property is designated for residential uses by the Ferndale General Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City’s disposition of the Property to another entity for continued residential use is 

consistent with the Ferndale General Plan.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Planning Commission of the City of 

Ferndale finds that the disposition of the real property and housing improvements located east of 

5
th

 Street along Fairview Drive and Trident Lane in Ferndale, CA to another entity is consistent 

with the City’s General Plan. 
 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City of Ferndale this 24
th

 

day of August, 2011 by the following vote: 

The motion was made by COMMISSIONER _________ and seconded by COMMISSIONER 

___________. 
 

AYES:    

NOES:    

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:           

       Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch, Chairman 

Attest: 

      

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 
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Meeting Date: August 24, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.2 

Agenda Item Title: Planning Commission Applicants 

Presented By: Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     

Wait 90 days per City Ordinance and re-advertise for the Planning Commission Vacancy. 

DISCUSSION: 

The City Clerk’s Office has advertised the Planning Commission vacancy as required by the 

Planning Commission Ordinance. The newspaper advertisement was repeated, as well as notice 

on the public bulletin boards. No applicants have come forward. The Planning Commission 

Ordinance 05-05 Section 5.04.3 states (in part) that if there are no applicants the vacancy will 

be re-advertised and the ninety-day clock resets. 

 

 

Meeting Date: August 24, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.3.1 

Agenda Item Title: Design Review – Approval of Sign Ordinance Committee Members 

Presented By: Dan Brown, Chair of the Design Review Committee 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     

Approve Design Review’s recommendation to appoint Diane and Phillip Ostler to the Sign 

Committee. 

DISCUSSION: 

The City Clerk’s Office advertised both in the newspaper and on our bulletin boards for 

members of the business community to be a part of the Sign Ordinance Committee. Phillip and 

Diane Ostler expressed interest; there were no other applicants. City Manager Jay Parrish has 

contacted our City Attorney to determine if it would be a conflict to have a husband and wife 

on the same committee. We are awaiting an answer to that question. 
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Meeting Date: August 24, 2011 Agenda Item Number 6.3.2 

Agenda Item Title: Design Review – Initiating Sign committee meetings 
with current membership  

Presented By: Dan Brown, Chair of the Design Review Committee 

Type of Item: x Action  Discussion  Information 

Action Required:  No Action x Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     

Approve beginning Sign Ordinance Committee meetings without a full complement of business 

owner members.  

DISCUSSION: 

The makeup of the committee was decided during the June 15, 2011 meeting: One member of 

the Planning Commission, two members of the Design Review Committee and three members 

of the business community. 

The Sign Ordinance committee consists of Planning Commissioner Trevor Harper, Design 

Review Committee members Michael Bailey and Michael Sweeney (appointed 6/23/11 by the 

Design Review Committee), and business community members Phillip Ostler (recommended 

7/28/11 by the Design Review Committee) and Diane Ostler (recommended 8/4/11 by the 

Design Review Committee). Because no other business community members have stepped 

forward, the Design Review Committee recommends that the Sign Ordinance Committee begin 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Section 7: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Section 8: REPORTS 

CITY PLANNER: 

Meetings & Planning  

 Coordinated with City Manager and City Clerk on planning and development projects.  

 Consulted with City Manager regarding sign ordinance enforcement and update; historic district 
standards; and City document distribution and review procedures.  

 Completed CA Department of Housing and Community Development Survey of Affordable Housing 
for lower income households; including excel spreadsheet and online survey.        

 Provided Planning Commission July 20 meeting agenda packet preparation assistance. 
 

Projects 

 230 Francis St. - Coordinated with City Manager for application review, site visit, and review 
procedures.  Evaluated for potential impacts to distinguishing historic features. 

 132 Ocean Ave. - Began Lot Line Adjustment application review, drafted departmental referrals, and 
sent memo to City Engineer about compliance with zoning standards and application processing.  

 General Plan Update - Historical & Cultural Resources Element - Completed preparation of Draft 
Element and coordinated posting on City’s website and provided links for Chamber and Museum 
websites. Coordinated with City manager about City and public review of Draft Element. 

 General Plan Update - Housing Element Update - Completed response to March 1 Housing & 
Community Development (HCD) department letter.  Revised vacant land inventory figure and table. 
Completed small sites analysis based on HCD comments. Submitted informal response to HCD 
representative for review and comment.  

 
CITY CLERK: 
 
Projects 

 The City Clerk is very proud of City Staff for taking over the City Clerk duties while she was out on 
medical leave. Clerk was available for phone consultations. 

 
Building and Encroachment Permits Issued 

563 Ocean Lateral inspection 
305 Lincoln Horse Barn 
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Section 9: DESIGN REVIEW 
 

City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 6/9/11 9:15 am special meeting 

Lino Mogni opened the special meeting at 9:15 am.  Committee members Michael Bailey and Michael 

Sweeney were present.  Dan Brown and Dane Cowan were absent.  There were no modifications to the 

agenda. 

There was no public comment. 

 524 Main Street Public Restrooms – exterior paint.    (Sweeney/Bailey) Approve exterior paint colors as 
shown on example brought to meeting.  All in favor. 
 
The next regular meeting will be June 23, 2011 at 8:30 am.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 am. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 

 

Michael Sweeney 

Design Review Committee Member 
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 City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 6/23/11 8:30am meeting 

 

Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:32am. Committee Members Dane Cowan, Michael Bailey, Lino 

Mogni and Michael Sweeney along with staff Administrative Assistant Brianna Smith were present.  

MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Approve minutes from May 28, 2011.  All in favor.  
MOTION: (Cowan/Sweeney). Approve minutes from June 2, 2011.  All in favor.  
MOTION: (Sweeney/Bailey). Approve minutes from June 9, 2011. All in favor. 
 

No public comment. 

Public Education: Michael Sweeney reported on the General Plan being posted to the City’s website. 

They requested to have an ad put in the newspaper regarding the General Plan page on the city’s 

website. Sweeney also presented the completed brochure. MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey) As the Chamber of 

Commerce to link to the City’s website; request that a notice be put in the newspaper about the link to 

General Plan; approve brochure as presented. All in favor. 

Design Review finals:  Discussion included either having a list of Design Review approved projects in 

every packet until they have been signed off or having staff email committee members about projects 

that need to be finaled.  

Sign Committee Members: MOTION: (Cowan/Brown). Appoint Michael Bailey and Michael Sweeney to 

be members on the Sign Ordinance Committee. All in favor.   

Sign Brochure Draft:  Discussion involved how having a sign brochure will give guidance to business 

owners on the basic rules and regulations on signage. Removed as an action item. Put on agenda for 

next Planning Commission meeting.  

Committee member comments: Discussion included a request that enforcement of non compliance 

Design Review items be put on the agenda as well as a committee member dissatisfied with the 

accuracy of minutes. Another committee member felt if something isn’t recorded correctly it’s the 

responsibility of committee members to amend minutes.  

The next regular meeting will be July 28, 2011 at 8:30am. The meeting was adjourned at 9:37. 

Respectfully submitted: 

 

Brianna Smith 
Administrative Assistant  
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City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 7/7/11 8:30am meeting 

NO QUORUM 
 

  City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 7/28/11 8:30am meeting 

 

Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:32am. Committee Members Dane Cowan, Michael Bailey and 

Michael Sweeney were present. Lino Mogni was absent. There was no public comment. 

 

Sign Committee Members:  Three of the people who had expressed interest in the committee had now 

expressed no interest: Don Becker, Jessica Stretch and Marilyn Cowan. Three questions were asked of 

Phillip Ostler: 1) Have you any pending business before the Planning Commission or the Design Review 

Committee? 2) What hours are you available? 3) Have you read the existing sign ordinance? MOTION: 

(Bailey/Sweeney). Recommend appointment of Phillip Ostler to the Planning Commission. All in favor. 

Committee Comments: Review of next week’s meeting agenda, which will be like a regular meeting 

agenda to catch up on pending items. The following is the suggested agenda: Protocol for Members of 

the Committee contacted by the press; Review of Draft Historic and Cultural Resources Element; Public 

Education; Design Review finals; Sign committee update; Sign Brochure draft. Items to be added are: 

230 Francis Street review; distribution of Historic District Handbook, Additional sign committee member 

interviews. [Staff note: there will not be time before the 8/4 meeting to advertise in the newspaper for 

volunteers.] 

The next special meeting will be August 4, 2011 at 8:30am; the next regular meeting will be August 25, 

2011. The meeting was adjourned at 9:04. 

 

Respectfully submitted as transcribed from notes by Dane Cowan: 

 

Nancy Kaytis-Slocum 

City Clerk 
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  City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 8/4/11 8:30am meeting 

Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:33am. Committee Members Dane Cowan, Michael Bailey, Lino 

Mogni and Michael Sweeney along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish, City Planner Vanessa Blodgett, 

Administrative Assistant Brianna Smith and members of the public Diana Ostler, Joey Jachowski, and 

Cory Nunes were present. No public comment. 

Modifications to agenda: MOTION: (Brown/Cowan). Move item 5F before item 5A. All in favor. 

MOTION: (Bailey/Cowan). Approve minutes from June 23, 2011. All in favor. 

MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Approve minutes from July 28, 2011. All in favor. 

Sign Committee update, possible interview of volunteers from the business community: MOTION: 

(Cowan/Bailey). Recommend Diana Ostler to the Planning Commission for the Sign Ordinance 

Committee. All in favor. 

Protocol for Members of the Committee contacted by press:  City Manager Jay Parrish gave a overview 

of what the protocol is when committee members are contacted by press.   

Review of Draft Historic and Cultural Resources Element:  Committee members decided to take some 

time to go over Michael Sweeney’s presentation and add to or make changes to the draft.                             

MOTION: (Bailey/Mogni). Table until next regular meeting. All in favor.  

230 Francis Street:  Jay explained to the Committee that City Planner Vanessa would start sitting in on 

Design Review meeting, also discussed was ways in which something like the issues with 230 Francis 

could be avoided in the future.  Bring back on next agenda.  

Public Education: Nothing new to report. 

Design Review Finals: Send out email to Committee members and they can pick and choose which ones 

they want to do and decide among themselves. 

Sign Brochure Draft: MOTION: (Cowan/Sweeney). Table until next meeting. All in favor. 

Distribution of Historic District Handbook: Michael Bailey added some information to handbook. 

Vanessa would like to add some comments along with providing a new zoning map and historical district 

map as well. MOTION: (Cowan/Bailey). Table until next regular meeting. All in favor. 

The next regular meeting will be August 25, 2011 at 8:30am. The meeting was adjourned at 10:13. 

Respectfully submitted: Brianna Smith; Administrative Assistant  
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  City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Design Review Minutes for the 8/11/11 8:30am meeting 

Dan Brown opened the meeting at 8:33am. Committee Members Dane Cowan, Michael Bailey, Lino 

Mogni and Michael Sweeney along with staff City Manager Jay Parrish, City Planner Vanessa Blodgett 

and Administrative Assistant Brianna Smith were present. No public comment. 

The Committee members had several questions about 1226 Main Street and asked that the item be put 

back on the next agenda, and ask the applicant to be there to answer questions. 

Respectfully submitted: 

Brianna Smith; Administrative Assistant  

 

  City of Ferndale, Humboldt County, California USA 

Special Design Review Minutes for the 8/18/11 8:30am meeting 

Dane Cowan opened the meeting at 8:33. Committee members Lino Mogni and Michael Bailey were 

present along with staff Administrative Assistant Brianna Smith and by phone City Planner Vanessa 

Blodgett. Members of the public Niels Holgersen and Joey Jachowski were also present.  

No public comment. 

1226 Main Street: MOTION: (Bailey/Cowan). Approve application with modifications that were made on 

page two of the Design Review packet and the use of a wood siding other than T 111 siding. Two ayes 

from Bailey and Cowan. One nay from Lino Mogni. 

Committee Comments: If there are only three committee members present at a meeting do they need 

to be in total agreement for an item to be approved? [Note from Planner: a majority of the total 

membership must be in agreement; this item will be on next week’s agenda.] 

Respectfully submitted 

Brianna Smith; Administrative Assistant 

Section 10 

ADJOURNMENT 

 


