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AGENDA 
CITY OF FERNDALE ς HUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIA ς U.S.A. 

REGULAR PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
 

Location: City Hall 
834 Main Street 
Ferndale CA 95536 

Date: June 15, 2011 

 Time: 7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 Posted: 6/10/11  

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written 

information or access to the facility please call 786-4224  24 hours prior to the meeting. 

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call  
2.0 Update Agenda  

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items  
2.2 Commissioners comments  

3.0 Approval of previous minutes ς May 18, 2011. ....................................... Page 2 
4.0 Public Comment  ...................................................................................... Page 3 
5.0 Public Hearing  ......................................................................................... None 
6.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications  ........................................... Page 3 
7.0 Business  

7.1 Housing Element Update .........................................................................Page 4 
7.2 Historical and Cultural Resources Element DRAFT ..................................Page 5 
7.3 Signs .........................................................................................................Page 

8.0 /ƛǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ ŀƴŘ /ƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴŜǊΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ  ........................................... Page 80 
9.0 Design Review Minutes  ........................................................................... Page 82 
10.0 Adjournment ς Next regular meeting July 20, 2011  ............................... Page 85 
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C i t y  o f  F e r n d a l e ,  H u m b o l d t  C o u n t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a  U S A 
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of May 18, 2011 

 
Call to Order: Chair Jorgen Von Frausing-Borch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at 
7:00p.m.  Commissioners Lino Mogni, Nancy Trujillo, Trevor Harper and Dan Brown as well as staff City 
Manager Jay Parrish and City Clerk Nancy Kaytis-Slocum were present. Those in attendance pledged 
allegiance to the flag.  MOTION: (Brown/Harper): The April 20, 2011 minutes were unanimously 
approved. There was no public comment.  
 

100 Harrison Avenue ς Vacation Rental Application. Commissioner Trujillo recused herself. Chairman 
von Frausing-Borch opened the public hearing. Staff introduced the item recommending approval. Ms. 
Trujillo, as property manager for the applicant, was there to answer questions. Mr. Dick Hooley said he 
was not opposed to this particular vacation rental, but opposed to Vacation Rentals in residential 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎΦ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘΦ The public hearing was closed. Ms. 
Trujillo then left the room for the commission discussion and vote. MOTION: (Brown/Mogni) Adopt 
Resolution No. 2011-22PC making the required findings of fact listed in Attachment A to approve the 
Use Permit, subject to the conditions of approval listed in Attachment B, and allow for vacation rental 
use of the existing residence located at 100 Harrison Street. Four in favor, one absent (Trujillo, who had 
recused herself). Ms. Trujillo re-joined the commission. 
 

Reaffirmation of direction given to Design Review: City Manager Jay Parrish explained that with the 
chart and documents included in the packet, it can be shown that the Planning Commission directed the 
Design Review committee to look at all sections of the Zoning Ordinance that pertain to Design Review. 
In the chart and in the documents presented at the meeting, it can be shown that the Planning 
Commission directed the Design Review committee to look at all sections of the Zoning Ordinance that 
pertain to Design Review. Both the Planning Commission and the City Council accepted the Design 
wŜǾƛŜǿΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǘŜƳΦ 
 

Signs: Design Review Committee member Michael Bailey presented his research on signs to the Planning 
Commission, including an outline for a possible sign ordinance. Commissioner Trujillo distributed a 
packet of information she had compiled on signs. A lengthy discussion followed touching on: does the 
Planning Commission have the authority to spend money? No, only the council can do that; 
enforcement issues, comments on various signs in the city, open and closed signs, vacancy, no vacancy 
signs, what is the definition of a sign?, complaint driven enforcement. The Chamber of Commerce is 
holding a meeting on May 23, 2011 at 5:30 pm at the Village Inn conference room. It was requested that 
the clerk notice the meeting in case a quorum of the City Council, Planning Commission or Design 
Review Committee would happen to be there. MOTION: (Trujillo/Mogni) Hold this item over to the next 
meeting, with no further action. Aye: Trujillo, Mogni, von Frausing-Borch; Nay Brown; Abstain (which is a 
no vote) Harper. Motion carried.  
 

Public Education: Design Review Committee member Michael Sweeney spoke on his efforts to move 
forward with ways to inform and educate people in the community. One way would be to post the 
DRAFT Historic and Cultural Resource online and ask for comments within a certain time period. Kaytis-
Slocum will check with the web master to see if a General Plan page can be created, and will check with 
the City Manager to see who will collect the comments. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next regular meeting will be June 15, 2011; Respectfully 
submitted: Nancy Kaytis-Slocum, City Clerk 
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Section 4: PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
This time is for persons who wish to address the Commission on any matter not on 
this agenda and over which the Commission has jurisdiction. 
 
Items requiring Commission action not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next 
regular agenda for consideration, unless a finding is made by at least 2/3rd of the 
Commission (three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was 
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action. 
 
This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 minutes total for all speakers, 
with each speaker given no more than five minutes. 
 
Please state your name and address for the record. (This is optional.) 

 

Section 5: PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
 

Section 6: CORRESPONDENCE 

Correspondence Files are available for review at City Hall during regular business hours, 
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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Section 7: BUSINESS 

Meeting Date: June 15, 2011 Agenda Item Number 7.1 

Agenda Item Title: Housing Element Update 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item:  Action  Discussion x Information 

Action Required: x No Action  Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     

Receive and File 

DISCUSSION: 

Our Housing Element requires additional work, which has been approved by the City Council. 
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Meeting Date: June 15, 2011 Agenda Item Number 7.2 

Agenda Item Title: Historical and Cultural Resources DRAFT 

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner 

Type of Item:  Action  Discussion x Information 

Action Required: x No Action  Voice Vote  Roll Call Vote 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     

Receive and file 

DISCUSSION: 

Notice regarding availability of The Historical and Cultural Resources DRAFT has been sent to three local 

tribes. Concurrently, the DRAFT will be posted onto a new page called General Plan ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

(http://ci.ferndale.ca.us) asking for comments postmarked no later than September 1, 2011. The DRAFT 

is included here for your comments. Please send any comments to Nancy Kaytis-Slocum at the following 

email address cityclerk@ci.ferndale.ca.us or mail to City Clerk, City of Ferndale, P.O. Box 1095, Ferndale, 

CA 95536. 

The Historical and Cultural Resources Element of the City General Plan sets goals, policies and 

ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜ 

and its regional cultural setting in the Eel River Valley.  This Element is being made part of the City 

general plan to emphasize the impƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ 

ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ  

Historical resources include individual structures, the National Register District along Main Street, and 

architectural themes found throughout the City.     

 

CŜǊƴŘŀƭŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƭȅ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

9ƭŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ ŜŎƻnomic 

development and a continued source of community identity and pride.  Also, the Element strives to 

guide new development to be compatible with existing historical resources and encourages both public 

and private stewardship. The Element promotes voluntary property owner efforts with City support and 

collaboration to accomplish preservation goals.   

 

NEXT STEPS: 

¢ƘŜ 5ǊŀŦǘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

is encouraged to hold a public hearing on the Draft at their July 20 meeting. An Initial Study is being 

prepared for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance and a request for Tribal 

consultation has been sent to local Tribes. Once CEQA review and Tribal consultation have been 

completed and necessary revisions have been incorporated into the Element, it will be forwarded to City 

Council who will conduct their own public hearings prior to adopting the Element.   

http://ci.ferndale.ca.us/
mailto:cityclerk@ci.ferndale.ca.us
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