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AGENDA

CITY OF FERNDAMHUMBOLDT COUNTY CALIFORNIS.A.

REGULARLANNING COMMISSIOMEETING

Location: City Hall

834 Main Street

Ferndale CA 95536

Date: June 152011
Time: 7:00p.m. Regular Meeting
Posted6/10/11

The City endeavors to be ADA compliant. Should you require assistance with written
information or access to the facility please call 224 24 hours prior to the meeting.

1.0 Open meeting / flag salute / roll call

2.0 Update Agenda

2.1 Proposed changes, modifications to agenda items

2.2 Commissioners comments

3.0 Approval of previous minutesMay 18 2011

4.0  PUDIC COMMENL....coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieibiei e
5.0  PUDIiC HEArNG.....cooiiiiii e
6.0 Correspondence and Oral Communications............ccceeeeeeevveeeninnnnn.

7.0 Business

7.1  HousingElement Update........ccoooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieecceees e
7.2  Historical and Cultural Resources Element DRAFET.........cccccccuve..
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9.0 Design ReVIEW MINUIES.........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e

10.0 Adjournmentg Next regular meetindguly 20 2011
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City of Ferndale,Humboldt County, California USA
Minutes for Planning Commission Meeting of May 18, 2011

Call to Order Chair Jorgen Von FrausiBgrch called the Planning Commission meeting to order at
7:00p.m. Commissioners Lino MogNiancy Trujillo, Trevor Harper and Dan Brown as well as staff City
Manager Jay Parrish and City Clerk Nancy K8lgsum were present. Those in attendance pledged
allegiance to the flag. MOTION: (Brown/Harper): ThApril 20, 2011 minutesvere unanimoust
approved. There was no public comment.

100 Harrison Avenue Vacation Rental Application. Commissioner Trujillo recused herself. Chairman

von Frausingorchopened the public hearingstaff introduced the item recommending approval. Ms.

Trujillo, as poperty manager for the applicant, was there to answer questions. Mr. Dick Hooley said he

was not opposed to this particular vacation rental, but opposed to Vacation Rentals in residential
RAAGNAOGad® 1S R2SayQid fA1S Th&pbblidheasing wasElosédNMsy a A Sy (0 &
Trujillo then left the room for the commission discussion and vote. MOTION: (Brown/Mudpp)

Resolution No. 20:22PC making the requirdthdings of fact listed in Attachment A to approve the

UsePermit, subject to he conditions of approval listed in Attachment B, and allow for vacation rental

use of the existing residence located at 100 Harrison Street. Four in favor, one absent (Trujillo, who had
recused herself). Ms. Trujillo4eined the commission.

Reaffirmaton of direction given to Design Revie@ity Manager Jay Parrish explained that with the

chart and documents included in the packitcan be shown that the Planning Commission directed the

Design Review committee to look at all sections of the Zoningn@mde that pertain to Design Review.

In the chart and in the documents presented at the meeting, it can be shown that the Planning

Commission directed the Design Review committee to look at all sections of the Zoning Ordinance that

pertain to Design Rewe Both the Planning Commission and the City Council accepted the Design
wSPASsQa YAaarzy adalaSySyido ¢KAa 6Fa Iy AYyF2NNIEGA:

SignsDesign Review Committee member Michael Bailey presented his research on signs to the Planning
Commission, includg an outline for a possible sign ordinance. Commissioner Trujillo distributed a

packet of information she had compiled on signs. A lengthy discussion followed touching on: does the
Planning Commission have the authority to spend money? No, only theitoando that;

enforcement issues, comments on various signs in the city, open and closed signs, vacancy, no vacancy
signs, what is the definition of a sign?, complaint driven enforcement. The Chamber of Commerce is
holding a meeting on May 23, 2011 aB8:pm at the Village Inn conference room. It was requested that
the clerk notice the meeting in case a quorum of the City Council, Planning Commission or Design
Review Committee would happen to be there. MOTION: (Trujillo/Mogni) Hold this item over nexhe
meeting, with no further action. Aye: Trujillo, Mogni, von Frauddiogch; Nay Brown; Abstain (which is a

no vote) Harper. Motion carried.

Public EducatianDesign Review Committee member Michael Sweeney spoke on his efforts to move
forward with ways to inform and educate people in the community. One way would be to post the
DRAFT Historic and Cultural Resource online and ask for comments within a certain time pericd. Kaytis
Slocum will check with the web master to see if a General Plan page cagabed; and will check with

the City Manager to see who will collect the comments.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. The next regular meeting will be June 15 R2@pectfully
submitted: Nancy KaytSlocum, City Clerk
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Sectiond: PUBLIC COMMENT

This time is for persons who wish to address therm@uissionon any matter not on
this agenda and over which the Gumissionhas jurisdiction.

Items requiringCommissiomaction not listed on this agenda will be placed on the next
regular agenda for considation, unless a finding is made by at least #3f the
Commission(three of the five members) that the item came up after the agenda was
posted and is of an urgent nature requiring immediate action.

This portion of the meeting will be approximately 30 imutes total for all speakers,
with each speaker given no more than five minutes.

Please state your name and address tae record. (This is optional.)

Section5: PUBLIC HEARINGS

Section 6 CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence Files are available for reviatCity Hall during regular business hours,
Monday through Thursday, 9am to 4pm.




June 15, 2011 PLANNING COMMISSIMEETING Page| 4

Section 7BUSINESS

Meeting Date: June 15, 2011 | Agenda Item Number| 7.1

Agenda Item Title: Housing Element Update

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner

Type of Item: Action Discussion X | Information
Action Required: X | No Action Voice Vote Roll Call Vote
RECOMMENDATION:

Receive and File
DISCUSSION:

Our Housing Elememéquires additional work, which has been approved by the City Council.



June 15, 2011 PLANNING COMMISSIMEETING Page| 5

Meeting Date: June 15, 2011 | Agenda Item Number| 7.2

Agenda Item Title: Historical and Cultural Resources DRAFT

Presented By: Vanessa Blodgett, Contract City Planner

Type of Item: Action Discussion X | Information
Action Required: X | No Action Voice Vote Roll Call Vote
RECOMMENDATION:

Receive and file
DISCUSSION:

Notice regarding availability of The Historical and Cultural Resources DRAFT has been sent to three local
tribes. Concurrently, the DRAFT will be posted onto a new page called GenealyPlarii KS OA (& Qa 4
(http://ci.ferndale.ca.u$ asking for comments postmarked no later than September 1, 2011. The DRAFT

is included here for your comments. Please send any comments to Nancy-®lagtis at the fllowing

email addressgityclerk@ci.ferndale.ca.us mail to City Clerk, City of Ferndale, P.O. Box 1095, Ferndale,

CA 95536.

The Historical and Cultural Resources Element of the City General Plan setp@més and

AYLIE SYSyGlFr A2y AGNIGS3IASE F2N GKS /AGeQa NBES Ay |
and its regional cultural setting in the Eel River Valley. This Element is being made part of the City

general plan to emphasize the i@gNIi I Yy OS 2 F LINBaSNBAYy3a CSNYyRIfSQa O2
F NOKAGSOUGdzNY € FSI GdzNBad alye 2F CSNYRFIESQa vYzaid R
Historical resources include individual structures, the National Register Distnigt Blain Street, and

architectural themes found throughout the City.

CSNYRIfSQa KA&AUG2NAOFf | yR OdzZ GdzNF f NBa2dzNODSa |
9t SYSy (i Qa LJzN1J32a&aS Aa G2 LINBaSNBS | yRno®igKI yOS
development and a continued source of community identity and pride. Also, the Element strives to
guide new development to be compatible with existing historical resources and encourages both public
and private stewardship. The Element promotes vtdim property owner efforts with City support and
collaboration to accomplish preservation goals.

Z
(p) bj)

R
Q)¢

NEXT STEPS:

¢KS 5N Fi 9fSYSyid gAatft o0S @FAftrotS 2y GKS /AdeéQa
is encouraged to hold a public heariog the Draft at their July 20 meeting. An Initial Study is being

prepared for California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) compliance and a request for Tribal

consultation has been sent to local Tribes. Once CEQA review and Tribal consultation have been

completed and necessary revisions have been incorporated into the Element, it will be forwarded to City
Council who will conduct their own public hearings prior to adopting the Element.


http://ci.ferndale.ca.us/
mailto:cityclerk@ci.ferndale.ca.us
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DRAFT

cityof FERNDALE

Historical and Cultural Resources Element

June 2011
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Cover Photos:
Top left - Shaw House Top right - Victorian Inn
Bottom left - Ferndale Museum  Bottom right - Gingerbread Mansion
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PREFACE

Historical & Cultural Resources Element Preparation

Managing historical resources important to the City
prompted the preparation of this element.
Community engagement and participation during
Element preparation and review was key to setting
direction for preserving existing resources and
maintaining the community’s vision for the future.

:-ﬂl‘ L

The City of Ferndale is developing a Historic and

The Ferndale Planning Commission held a number of Cultural Resources General Flan B Ement to
study sessions and public meetings with the Design Eufd;‘- its EH::*SW Pr&ﬁe:ve f:ﬁ‘*WfEESt:ﬂ*
. . . . . relate 1o te community's history an
Review Committee to gather input on historic development:
preservation goals. Public meetings were advertised By el A st e seratn
with notices in the Ferndale Enterprise, flyers, dhuring joi it Planning Commizsion an Desig

Ravigw Camen ttee Masting.

information posted on the City website, and public
Wednesday lanuary 26, 2011, 7-8:30 p.m.

service apnount_‘ements on alocal r:?dlm sta_tlon. The Ferndale Gty Hell, 524 Wisin Stree:
community was encouraged to participate in these ) )

R .. . . Formore information contact [707)786-4224
meetings and to share their ideas about historic e A
preservation.

The Planning Commission and Design Review Committee held a public meeting that began
with an overview of the Element purpose and outline presented by the contract city
planner. Then the executive director of the Humboldt County Convention and Visitors
Bureau spoke about the importance of tourism to the City and local economies and the
reasons why tourists come to Ferndale. Next a Design Review Committee Member and
historic restoration expert discussed the importance of maintaining materials and features
of historic structures. Then the meeting was opened up to gather input from attendees
about their historic preservation ideas. An overview of the next steps closed the meeting.

The contract planner and City staff worked with the Planning Commission, Design Review
Committee, and public input to craft goals and policies to protect historical and cultural
resources and allow for the continued vitality of the town. The Draft Element was
prepared based on relevant research and input received; and it will be presented to the
Planning Commission for review and action at a public hearing. Planning Commission
requested revisions will be incorporated and the Element will be forwarded to the City
Council, who will conduct their own public hearings prior to adopting this Element and the
associated California Environmental Quality Act document.

City of Ferndale 1-1 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Introduction
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City of Ferndale 1-2 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Introduction
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Historical and Cultural Resources Element of the City general plan sets goals, policies
and implementation strategies for the City’'s role in planning for the unique historical
aspects of Ferndale and its regional cultural setting in the Eel River Valley. This Element is
part of the City general plan because preserving community character, history, and
architectural features is important to Ferndale. While not specifically mandated under
state planning law, 126 California counties/cities have historic preservation general plan
elements. Many of Ferndale's most defining features are its buildings and public spaces.
Historical resources include individual structures, the National Register District along Main
Street, and the architectural themes found throughout the City. This element sets goals,
policies, and implementation strategies for managing the qualifying historical resources
and better defining historic district maintenance.

Historical & Cultural Resources Element Purpose

Ferndale's historical and cultural resources are prominently featured in this Element. The
Element’s purpose is to preserve and enhance these resources for heritage tourism,
economic development and a continued source of community identity and pride. Also, the
Element strives to guide new development to be compatible with existing historical
resources and encourages hoth public and private stewardship. Although the adopted
general plan contains historic preservation goals and polices, the City felt it is important to
develop a long-term plan to integrate historic preservation within the context of land use
development.

Historic Resources include sites, buildings, places, structures, objects, traditional cultural
properties, landscapes, and districts containing a concentration of resources.

Ferndale retains many commercial and residential structures that are examples of the
City’'s early history. These historic structures enhance community character and identity
and are valued both individually and as part of the whole town; which is one aspect why
Ferndale is such a special place to both residents and visitors. Historic resource
preservation is not only educational, but also supports economic development by
attracting heritage tourists for its authentic streetscape. Historic preservation is the
protection, rehabilitation, restoration, and reconstruction of historical and cultural
resources. The basic intent of preservation is “not to arrest time but to mediate sensitively
with the forces of change, to understand the present as a product of the past and a modifier
of the future” (Bernstein n.d.).

Economic Development and Historic Preservation

Historic preservation is a sound investment, in that preserving a historic building or
resource is often more efficient and profitable than new construction. Groupings of
individual buildings increase value as well, through distinctive common characteristics

City of Ferndale 1-3 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Introduction
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associated with architectural styles and time periods. Recognizing districts, such as
Ferndale Main Street and distinctive individual buildings maintains if not adds to individual
and community property value. As an economic development tool, historic and cultural
resources preservation can yield significant economic value to the Ferndale community
and the region, through heritage tourism as well as property value.

This Element recognizes the economic value of Ferndale's and the surrounding areas’
historical and cultural resources, and emphasizes voluntary historic preservation for
adding value to an already valuable commodity. The Element acknowledges that historic
preservation requires a public and private partmership with both monetary and
nonmonetary contributions from the participating parties. In economic terms, historic
preservation has value in that it offers a range of goods and services for sale and trade in
real estate and tourism. On the other hand, it is also a public good, with benefits for
government or nonprofit groups. This Element provides the policy and strategy to
maximize the value of these important resources, applying different methods for City
government, other local agencies, and building and property owners to work collectively
and cooperatively to build value for the community.

Relationship to the Rest of the General Plan

All general plan elements goals and policies must be internally consistent and are
interdependent and related to each other. No single element of the plan should be used in
isolation without consideration of all other component elements as an integrated general
plan. The Historical and Cultural Resources Element goals and policies were reviewed for
consistency with other general plan elements including but not limited to the following
Land Use and Unique Resources Element goals and policies:

- To encourage the maintenance and preservation of structures having Victorian,
historic, or unique architectural features (Goal 2510.4).

- To preserve and protect the existing architectural and historic features of Ferndale
and its surroundings (Goal 2550.2).

- Any alteration of buildings or new construction in the Central Business District
should be in keeping with the existing Victorian architecture and historic features
(Policy 2540.5).

- Design control should be maintained for the portion of the City with Victorian
structures and Main Street (Policy 2560.6].

The existing areas surrounding the City, as shown on the General Plan Land Use Map, are
open agricultural/ dairy lands to the north, east, and west and forested hillsides to the
south. These types ofland use patterns help preserve historical and cultural resources by
maintaining the historical use of the agricultural lands and extremely low density of
development allowed outside the City boundary.

City of Ferndale 1-4 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Introduction
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2.0 HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL SETTING AND CONTEXT

Prior inhabitants, ancestors and historical figures have shaped the land and community of
Ferndale. Documenting and acknowledging their contributions is an important part of
preserving Ferndale's history.

Native American (pre-1852)

Prior to European-American settlement, the north coast of California was largely occupied
by Native Americans cultures. The most prominent tribe of the Humboldt Bay region and
south to the Eel River Valley was the Wiyot people. The region supported a pre contact
Wiyot population estimated at between 1,500 and 2,000 (Wiyot Tribe 2011). The
abundant terrestrial, riverine, estuarine, and marine resources sustained the Wiyot people
who lived in permanent villages along the waterways which also served as travel and trade
routes.

Humboldt Bay was first visited by European-Americans in 1859. Wiyot contact with white
explorers and fur trappers prior to the California gold rush changed the character of
northwestern California forever and led to the decimation and displacement of the Wiyot.
From 1850 to 1865, the territory of the Wiyots became the center for the largest
concentration of European-Americans in California north of San Francisco. Wiyot were
forcibly relocated to reservations at Klamath, Hoopa, Smith River and Round Valley during
this time period. Today, the Wiyots are, for the most part, associated with three Humboldt
Bay area Rancherias. They are involved in various tribal economic projects and in the
revitalization of cultural traditions such as languages, basket weaving, ceremonies, and
reclaiming ancestral lands.

Cultural resources can include: archeological sites, waterways, travel routes, and cultural
landscapes. Many of these resources were lost before much was understood about the
culture, or disturbed by commercial, industrial and residential development from the
settlement period through the present day. No known significant Wiyot archaeological
sites or artifacts have been found within the city limits of Ferndale. But their connection to,
and influence on the development of the city, and its early residents, must be noted.

Early Settlement (1850-1870's)

The first European-American settlers to the Eel River Valley arrived around 1850. Within a
few years the Gold Rush boom had subsided, and agricultural settlements were beginning
to spread out over the open lands around Humboldt Bay and into the interior prairies and
coastal valleys. The Eel River Valley was then characterized by small scattered settlements.
A number of small settlements were already developed prior to Ferndale's initial
establishment including Arlynda Corners, Port Kenyon, Grizzly Bluff, and Centerville.

These small communities were situated in the outskirts of Ferndale and contributed to its
development and prosperity.

City of Ferndale 21 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Setting & Context
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Seth Kinman was one of the original 12 men (including the
Shaw brothers discussed below) who in 1852-1853 spent
the winter in what became known as Ferndale. Kinman
made his claim in the vicinity of where Fern Cottage now
stands, and lived there until 1855 when he moved to Table
Bluff. This is where he made his home until he died in 1888
(Times Standard 2010). Kinman was arguably the most
nationally known resident of Humboldt County as he made
several trips to the East Coast to personally present chairs
he made from elk horns and grizzly bear skins to several
presidents including, James Buchanan, Abraham Lincoln,
Andrew Johnson and Rutherford B. Hayes. At various times,
Kinman operated a “museum of curiosities” in Eureka, San
Francisco, Sacramento, and Los Angeles. In the 1880’s he ran the Pioneer Saloon at the
Table Bluff Hotel where he displayed his curiosities (Times Standard 2010). In 2010 the
Ferndale Museum received a donation of several Kinman artifacts from his great-great
granddaughter.

The reason for Ferndale’s early prosperity was the same reason it came into being in the
first place; namely, agriculture and farming. In the summer of 1852, Willard Allard, Seth
Louis Shaw, and Stephen William Shaw were assessing the expanse of the Eel River Valley
from atop Table Bluff. They located
two claims in a level area at the base
of the hills, and by winter had cleared
several acres of land, built a road
from the river, and constructed a
crude cabin. In 1854 Seth Louis
Shaw began construction on the first
large house in the area, which was
completed in 1866. Shaw’s house

. i . o became Ferndale’s first post office in
R  Shaw House circa late 1800's  [SESSS SRS 1860.

The original vegetation of the lower Eel River valley consisted of dense thickets of alder,
scattered forests of spruce and redwood, and fields of ferns. It was formidable land to
farm, but represented abundant opportunities for hard working immigrants (Chamber
2011). Many early settlers devoted their land to crops and orchards, but it became evident
that the cleared land produced a lush, natural pasturage that made the land ideal for
dairying or cattle raising.

Dairy Farming and Incorporation (1870s- Present)

Dairy farming in the Eel River Valley began with the Danes who arrived in the 1870’s and
brought practices from their homeland. Each small neighborhood of dairymen formed its

City of Ferndale 2-2 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Setting & Context
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own cooperative creamery. By 1890 there were eleven separate creameries operating in
the immediate Ferndale area (Chamber 2011).

Ferndale butter was considered the finest in the state, bringing premium prices in San
Francisco. Ferndale acquired its first nickname, 'Cream City." Shortly after 1900 many of
the small creameries consolidated into larger creameries. The Central Creamery, located on
north Main Street, became the mother plant of the Golden State Creamery, one of the
largest in the state. Ferndale's pioneer creameries were responsible for a number of
innovations in dairy processing and dairy management which helped revolutionize the
dairy industry. Dairying is still one of the largest local industries.

Dairying gave Ferndale a stable industry, but it was not the sole reason for the town's
growth and prosperity. During the last half of the 19th century, Ferndale became an
important transportation center. It had its own port for sea-going vessels on the Salt River
and was the terminus for stagecoach lines to the Bear River and Mattole regions to the
south, with other daily stages going to
Eureka and towns to the north and east

(Chamber 2011). . PEREALE

The figure on the right shows an 1889
‘Map of Ferndale' by ].N. Lentell which
shows all of the streets, blocks and lots
of the City at the time. Ferndale was
Incorporated in 1893. In 1911
Fernbridge was constructed, connecting
Ferndale with the rest of the county.
Prior to that the only way across the Eel
River was by ferry or temporary
bridges during the summer when the
river was low.

Landscape

The regional landscape played a significant role in Ferndale's growth and development and
continues to be an important piece of the City's character. Ferndale's unique cultural
landscape represents the combined work of nature and humans. The City of Ferndale is
located on the southern edge of the Eel River Valley, just above the historical flood limits of
the Eel River. The City is situated on the alluvial plain created by Francis Creek, which runs
through the heart of the City. Francis Creek leaves steep, mountainous terrain to the south
and flows northerly to the Salt River. The City is surrounded by flat agricultural lands to
the west, north, and east, and forested mountainsides to the south. Ferndale's rich cultural
landscape includes not only the natural landscape elements, but also the agricultural
landscape shaped by people over many generations including fields, barns, and
homesteads.

City of Ferndale 2-3 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Setting & Context
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Architectural Themes

Well known as the “Victorian Village,” Ferndale also contains a variety of other
architectural styles. Ferndale is known for well-preserved Victorian buildings, which are
also known as "Butterfat Palaces” due to their construction during an epoch wherein
considerable wealth was generated in the dairy industry, especially during the 1880s.

Victorian architecture refers collectively to several architectural styles employed
predominantly during the middle and late 19th century (1860-1900). Gothic Revival and
Italianate, while not uniquely Victorian are part of revivals that began before the era; these
styles are associated strongly with the 19th century due to the large number of examples
that were erected during that period. A summary of the main architectural styles found in
Ferndale and identifying features of each style follows (Paradis n.d.).

Early National and Romantic Styles

Gothic Revival (1840-1890’s, Churches through 1940s) [dentifying features include:
steeply pitched roof, cross-gabled, decorated vergeboards, pointed-arch windows,
sometimes stained glass, like churches. Gothic window above entry, one-story porch with
flattened, Gothic arches. The first appearance of picturesque (asymmetrical and
unpredictable) floor plans, indicating the rise of the Romantic Era in America.

Italianate (1850-1890) Identifying features include: 2 or 3 stories, rarely 1 story; low-
pitched roof, widely overhanging eaves; large, decorative brackets beneath eaves; tall,
narrow windows (most often on commercial buildings), commonly arched or curved
above; some with square cupola or tower (campanile), elaborate wrap-around porch (or
smaller entry porch) with decorative Italianate double columns and other details.

Victorian-Era Styles

Second Empire (1860s - 1890s) Identitying features include: Italianate style /forms with
Dormer windows, sometimes a square (not round) tower, decorative brackets, molded
cornice, similar to Italianate detail on windows and doors, floor plan often includes
pavilions: outward projection of a building's center or side.

Romanesque Revival (1870-1900) Identifying features include: round arches over
windows and/or entryways; thick, cavernous entryways and window openings; thick
masonry walls, rounded towers with conical roof: facades are asymmetrical; variable stone
and brick facade. On elaborate examples, polychromatic fagades with contrasting building
materials.

Queen Anne, Eastlake-Stick, Shingle (1880s - 1905) Identifying features include: Steeply
pitched, irregular roof shapes; dominant, front-facing gable; patterned shingles, bay
windows, picturesque massing (see Gothic Revival), polychromatic and decorative
ornamentation; partial or full-width porches of one story; multiple gables and dormers;
occasional towers and turrets, rounded or square. Differing wall textures are their
"hallmark.” This is the most eclectic style of the Victorian era.

City of Ferndale 2-4 Historical & Cultural Resources Element
DRAFT June 2011 Setting & Context
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Modern Styles

Neoclassical (1890-1940) Identifying features include: classical symmetry, full-height
porch with columns and temple front, and various classical ornament such as dentil
cornices. Basically, this is the revival of the Greek Revival style that dominated the first half
of the 19th century.

Craftsman/ Bungalow (1900-1930) Identifying features include: Low-pitched, gabled
roof, wide overhang of eaves, exposed rafters (rafter tails) under eaves, decorative brackets
(knee braces or corbels), incised porch (beneath main roof), tapered or square columns
supporting roof or porch, 4-over-1 or 6-over-1 sash windows, hand-crafted stone or
woodwork, often mixed materials throughout structure. Bungalows can either be front-
gabled, side-gabled, or cross-gabled.

Mission (1900-1940) The Mission style originated in southern California and was the first
style to diffuse eastward from the West. The style includes Mission-shaped dormers and/or
roof parapet; wide, overhanging eaves, exposed rafters, red-tiled roof, stucco walls, arched
windows/doors on ground level.

Churches and the Ferndale Cemetery

Ferndale is home to five churches which were constructed prior to 1940 and are still in use
today; three of which were constructed before 1900.

e The First Congregational Church was built in the style of New England
Congregational churches and was constructed in 1881. Over the years, this church
has become a community church with different backgrounds represented. Itis
known today as the Ferndale Community Church and is located on the corner of
Main Street and Lewis Court (across Main Street from Shaw House).

¢ The Assumption Catholic Church was constructed in 1896 at its current location off
the corner of Washington and Berding Streets.
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e Qur Savior’s Lutheran Church was constructed in 1899 on Shaw Avenue near 4th
Street and has an 80 foot tall steeple.

e Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church was built in 1909 and is the oldest standing Episcopal
structure between Garberville and the Oregon border. It is located on the corner of
4th Street and Shaw Avenue, across from Our Savior’s Church.

e St. Mark’s Lutheran Church was constructed in its present location on the corner of
Berding and Fern Streets in 1938 after moving from its original location between 3rd
and 4th Streets.

The Ferndale Cemetery, located on a hill in
the southern part of the City, has historic
markers dating back to the last century.
Overlooking Ferndale and the Eel River Valley
to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the West,
the Cemetery is a popular tourist attraction.
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3.0 HISTORICAL RESOURCES AND DESIGN REVIEW

Historical Resources

This section defines what is (and what is not) a historical resource. This type of resource
can include sites, buildings, places, structures, objects, traditional cultural properties,
landscapes, or even districts containing a concentration of many or all of the above.
Preserving important aspects of the past can provide a sense of community and meaning.

In addition to the Ferndale Main Street Historic District, which is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places, the enfire town is a listed historical landmark (California
Historical Landmark No. 883). The City adopted provisions by ordinance to preserve the
City’s historic resources including defining a Design (D) Control Combining designation and
creating a design review process.

Historic Designations

The City of Ferndale was designated as a State Historic Landmark (No. 883) in 1975 by the
California State Parks Office of Historic Preservation. Ferndale’s Main Street Historic
District was established in 1994 by the National Park Service and placed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

“This pioneer agricultural community, settled in 1852, helped feed the booming
population of mid-century San Francisco. Long known as “Cream City” Ferndale made
innovative and lasting contributions to the dairy industry. Local creameries and the
town's role as a transportation and shipping center in the late 19t and early 20t
centuries, fostered prosperity that produced Ferndale's outstanding Victorian Gothic
residences and false-front commercial architecture.” (CA State Parks Office of Historic
Preservation)

The Main Street Historic District includes 39 contributing buildings that best represent a
particular architectural style or the works of local architect T.]. Frost. The period of
significance is 1872-1936. Although 13 are considered non-contributing, since the Historic
District was established in 1994, some of these structures may now qualify as contributing.

“Buildings within the City’s Main Street Historic District represent two distinct
architectural periods: 1) the late Victorian era of the 19th century (1880-1900) and
the early Modernistic period in the 20th century (1920-1936). Other styles include
ltalianate, Queen Anne, Neo-Classic, Bungalow, and Mission.” (National Register)
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